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POST COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Comrades, 

Greetings and hello February! I want everyone to start thinking about spring and what 

you would like to the see the Post do as a group. We also have Loyalty Day on May 4 coming up 

and I would like to see a lot of members in attendance. It is a great event to honor those civil 

servants and students. What makes this year special is our student who won at district level, 

Thatcher Debowski, also won at Department level at the scholastic banquet on January 20.  He 

will go on to compete against the other 52 Departments for a chance to win at the National 

level. 

Also, May 4, is the VFW’s Day of Service and I want to see us do something for that day. So, start 

thinking and come forward with ideas. Please come to a meeting and join the conversation. 

Yours in comradeship, 

Chris DiTullio 

Commander 

Nashua VFW Post 483 

978-987-8009 
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State Commander’s Message 

From the desk of Commander Denis Querrard 

We are at the second month of the new year, hopefully everyone is doing well, staying safe, and 
looking forward to warmer weather! I look forward to seeing everyone out and about!  Tax season is 
here and the IRS is accepting tax returns as of 29 January for e-filing. 

Thank you for all you do, the Veterans you help, the communities you serve! 

Do you have a VFW member of the year?  Please let the Department know who you think is leading 
from the front and supporting one or more of the purposes of our Congressional Charter.   

See award criteria for nominations in the GO’s. 

Do you have a Junior ROTC Cadet who should be recognized for outstanding achievement and ex-
ceptional leadership?  Please contact Issac Miller (Derry Memorial Post 1617)    

Email: cath_ike@yahoo.com (720) 560-9593 

See award criteria for nominations in the GO’s. 

Please start planning for the third annual VFW Day of Service on May 4th 2024 as part of the VFW’s 

#StillServing campaign; lets unite veterans across America to show the nation the impact veterans 

make in their communities!  Sign up here - https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/ 

 
How close is your post to 102%?  The Department is at 88.87%; District 6 is at 89.77%; how is your 
post doing on membership and when is your next membership drive? 

 
Hopefully the post leadership has been going through their membership rosters and working 
through their list of expired members and have reach out to them.  Valentines Day is on February 
14!  How about reaching out and doing buddy checks and let them know how much you care, see 
how those expired members are doing and see if they need assistance. 

 
You need new members to keep your post alive; the Department need new members to give our or-
ganization credibility before the state and federal legislature.  I leave in March to go to Capital Hill to 
testify before our NH State Senators and Congressman, how many veterans will I be representing in 
the fight to keep your Veteran Benefits and deliver our 2024 Legislative priority goals. 

 

Recruit, Renew, and Retain! 

 

Get your message out there and report what you do!! 

 

https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/
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STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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DISTRICT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Comrades, 

 

Winter is upon us.  Please be safe when traveling in inclement weather. Stay home 
when possible.  This is a great time to do buddy checks on your member-
ship.  This time of year, people become isolated.  This isolation can also be creat-
ed with the rising energy costs and the lack of fuel to keep warm. Don't be afraid 
to ask for help.   

 

On another subject,  if you missed the scholastic banquet,  you missed an oppor-
tunity to meet and hear from some outstanding young students.  The Voice of De-
mocracy Department finalist is sponsored by Nashua VFW. He will be going to 
Washington DC in March to determine who will win 1st place in the nation.  

 

Our next District meeting will be March 30, at Pelham  at 10am. We will be nomi-
nating, electing and installing our 2024-2025, District 6 officers and we will have 
several vacancies to fill. Please come out and support your District.  

 

Isaac Miller  

Commander,  District 6 
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DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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STATE LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
& 

CERTIFIED NATIONAL RECRUITER 

2024-2 Dept. NH VFW National Legislative Committee Member, VAVS VAMC 

Manchester VFW Representative, Certified National Recruiter, Homeless Chair 

Rev 1-22-24 

 

I’m writing this article the night before the First in the Nation Primary. If you’re a 

Republican, you have choices. If you’re a Democrat, your party is sticking it to you and 

insulting all the NH voters. Elections have consequences, vote wisely. Election day, I will 

have spent the day outside the voting polls here in Pelham proudly wearing my VFW hat 

and supporting the candidate of my choice. And when it’s all over, I’ll support whatever 

candidate my party chooses. 

Along with our Dept NH VFW Cdr, Sr. &amp; Jr Vice and National Council Member, we 

are getting ready to “head to the hill” in March for our VFW Legislative Conference in 

Washington DC, to visit our four federal legislators, and to honor the VFW National winners 

of the Patriot Pen, Voice of Democracy and Teacher Awards. 

The Manchester VA Community Living Center is putting on a Holliday Ball on Wed. 

Feb 14, 6 pm. The VFW was sponsoring it, but VA monetary policies prevented them from 

using our Christmas money to pay for this event. Any VFW member or Cootie that would 

like a place to spend some time keeping a bunch of veterans entertained are invited to 

swing by. No masks or shots required. If you are sick, stay home. Entry is through the 

Seacoast (backside) entrance. Park in the lower big parking lot. Ring the bell and someone 

will let you in. They have about 22 veteran residents and some staff. 

Your local VFW post can sponsor BINGO again. The cost is $40 for their BINGO 

funny money, and whatever it costs for you to bring sugar free snacks, fresh fruit, and 

sugar free soft drinks. If your post wishes to get involved, contact Kristina Totman, VA Rec. 

Therapist at 603 624 4366 ext.6267 or email her at: kristina.totman-marshall@va.gov 

 

Jörg Dreusicke 

VAVS VAMC Manchester VFW Representative 

National Legislative Committee Representative 

Certified National Recruiter 

Homeless Chair 
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POST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

NO ARTICLE SUBMITTED 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deceased comrades: 
None to report 
  
Hope this report finds everyone doing well and re-
covered from the holidays. 
 
Talked with past Commander James Brown who is 
recovering from recent illness and hospital stay. 
Wishing Jim a speedy recovery as we all miss him 
here at the post. 
 
This winter weather can be unforgiving, so remem-
ber to check on the well being of friends and neigh-
bors. If you are aware of any of veterans needing 
assistance, advise the Post, so that we may reach 
out to them. 
 
Wishing everyone good health and good fortune. 
  
Your in Comradeship 
Herbert CT Townsend 
Chaplain Post 483 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Herbert “C.T.” Townsend 

603-345-5033 

Members: 

Chris DiTullio Commander 

908-987-8009 

Lewis Chipola-Quartermaster 

603-521-7708 

Scott Gagnon 

781-983-2876 

Steve Ordway 

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE 

Council of Administration Meetings 

19 August 2023:  Littleton Post 816 1000 

28 October 2023  Kingston 1300 

20 January 2024:  TBA 1300 

13 April 2024: Mountain View Grand Re-
sort 1000 

 

DISTRICT 6 MEETING SCHEDULE 

12 August 2023:  Derry 1000 

21 October 2023:  Hudson 1000 

13 January 2024:  Merrimack 1000 

30 March 2024: Pelham 1000 

District 6 Auxiliary Schedule 

27 August 2023:  Nashua 0930   

5 November 2023:  Pelham 0930  

28 January 2024:  Derry  0930 

14 April 2024:  Merrimack 0930 

 

All District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and 
scheduled for 1000 unless otherwise noted,  dress 
is blues and grays unless otherwise notified.  Aux-
iliary meeting shown in GOLD. 
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Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total Prior Year Percent Div 
R

S 
City State N/R LM 

Prior 

Annual 
Retention 

6 123 4 0 43 170 204 83.33% 3   
NASH

UA 
NH 0 72 76.39% 

MEMBERSHIP 

25 July 2023 

22 August 2023 

26 September 2023 

24 October 2023 

28 November 2023 

19 December 2023 

23 January 2024 

27 February 2024 

26 March 2024 

23 April 2024 

28 May 2024 

25 June 2024 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

2023-2024 GOAL 102% 

RENEW EARLY (IT DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR EXPIRATION DATE) 

DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP 

We are entering a critical time.  We must recruit new 

members who want to participate.  We have lost 9 

members this year to death.  In order to sustain us in 

the future we need to add new members to our ranks.   

We have too many old members who do not participate 

in our activities. 

LOCATION POST # % RETENTION 

NASHUA 483 83.33% 76.39% 

DERRY 1617 91.33% 83.87% 

HUDSON 5791 93.90% 68.09% 

SALEM 8546 85.16% 70.73% 

MERRIMACK 8641 99.42% 85.11% 

PELHAM 10722 85.00% 48.65% 

HAMPSTEAD 11254 84.21% 30.00% 

HOLLIS 11373 93.62% 72.73% 

TOTALS  89.86% 66.95% 
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FUN PAGE 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

A new small business was opening and one of the owner’s friends arranged for flowers to be sent to mark 
the occasion and wish the owner luck. 

And for the Finale… 

The flowers duly arrived at the new business site and the business owner read the accompanying card to 
find it said, “Rest in Peace.” The business owner rang his friend and told him what the card read. The 
friend was angry and called the florist to complain. 

After he had told the florist of the obvious mistake and how angry he was, the florist said, “Sir, I’m really 

sorry for the mistake, but rather than getting angry, you should consider this: Somewhere there’s a fu-

neral taking place today, and they have flowers with a note saying, ‘Congratulations on your new loca-

tion.’” 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what 

you’re going to get. Forrest Gump  

DID YOU KNOW 

 the opposite sides of a die always adds 

up to 7  

MIND TWISTER 

I have no voice, yet I speak to you. 

I tell of all things in the world that people do.I have leaves, but I am not a tree. I have pages, but I am 

not a bride. I have a spine, but I am not a man. I have hinges, but I am not a door. I have told you all. I 

cannot tell you more. What am I?  
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VETERANS INFORMATION 

VFW Attends SVA NatCon 2024: VFW members were recognized for their outstanding 
commitment to the student veteran community during Student Veterans of Ameri-
ca’s (SVA) 16th Annual National Conference (NatCon), held this year in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Denny Cosmo of Bristol Community College received the SVA Chapter 
Advisor of the Year Award. Eric D’Arce, of Suffolk County Community College, was 
named as a Student Veteran of the Year finalist. D’Arce also serves as VFW Post 
2913’s Jr. Vice Commander and District 11 Legislative Chairman. Additionally, VFW
-SVA Legislative Fellow Jamie Springston was selected as a finalist for Student 
Veteran of the Year. During the conference, VFW-accredited service officers assist-
ed hundreds of student veterans at a claims clinic on site. VFW Washington Office 
Executive Director Ryan Gallucci addressed the conference’s general session stat-
ing, “Service organizations like SVA and VFW are vital to veterans to thrive through 
transition and beyond.”  

VFW National Home for Children: The National Home was founded in 1925 as a place 
where the families left behind by war could remain together. Today’s families face differ-
ent challenges, and the National Home has evolved over decades to meet those needs. 
The community is open to the families of active-duty military personnel, veterans, and rel-
atives of VFW and VFW Auxiliary members. Families may consist of one or both parents 
with one or more children. If your family needs help, please contact the helpline by calling 
800.313.4200.  

 Veterans Coffee Talk:  The monthly Veterans Coffee Talk is held on the second Friday of 

each month at the Nashua Senior Center, second floor, at 0930.  We have guest speakers 

who come and discuss their departments or jobs.  They will also answer your questions.  

If you would like to meet other veterans and hear the speakers come out to the Talk. 
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CALENDAR 

A book  

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER 

February 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Lew Chipola Radio 
0800 

2 
Auxiliary Meeting 
1300 
 
James Cline Radio 
1100 

3 

4 5 6 7 
Cootie Meeting 
1900 Hudson VFW 

8 
Lew Chipola Radio 
0800 

9 
James Cline Radio 
1100 
 
Veterans Coffee 
Talk 09300 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 
Lew Chipola Radio 
0800 

16 
James Cline Radio 
1100 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 
Lew Chipola Radio 
0800 

23 
James Cline Radio 
1100 

24 

25 26 
Langdon Place 
1330 

27 
Post Meeting 1900 

28 29 
Lew Chipola Radio 
0800 
 
Commander’s Call 
1900 

  



 14 

POST NEWS 

IF YOU USE FACEBOOK  

GO TO 

VFW POST 483 Nashua 

We now have a VFW tent for our use.  

Our old tent was not a VFW tent.  When 

we went to set it up at the Winter Stroll 

we found it broken and unusable.  Some-

one put it away broken.  The new tent 

cannot be used for private functions.  It 

only can be used for our official post 

functions. Our tent has three removeable sides. 

VOD, PP & Teacher District 6 Winners 

Patriot Pen 

1st Pl:  Caleb Kulian (Pelham) 

2nd Pl: Melody Marina (Hollis) 

3rd Pl:  Livie Ward (Hollis) 

Voice of Democracy 

1st Pl:  Thatcher Dembowski 

2nd Pl:  Trey Baker (Hampstead) 

3rd Pl:   Ashlyn Walsh (Pelham) 

Teacher 

K-5:  Stefanie Day (Pelham) 

6-8:   Keith Lewis (Pelham) 

9-12: Nicholas Ellis (Nashua) 

There are two new Patriotic Days 

that will be honored with a cere-

mony.  They are the 4th of July, 

(Independence  Day) and 9/11.  

The 4th of July Ceremony will be 

held at City Hall at 0900.  The 9/11 

Ceremony will be held at the Fire 

Station on E. Hollis St.  Time to be 

announced. 
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QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER 

The Quartermaster/Adjutant/Service Officer hours 

at the Post are Tuesdays and Thursdays 1000 to 

1400. 

We can no longer depend just on Charita-

ble Gaming for our income.  Starting last 

year there now must be two charities par-

ticipating at the same time.  This cuts our 

income in half.  We must venture into oth-

er areas to raise money to continue our 

mission to support veterans and the com-

munity.  Ideas are welcome for fundraisers.  

Come to the post meeting and make your 

suggestions. 

We have been invited to a Silver Knights 

vs. the War Dogs, a team made up of vet-

erans and retirees that travel the country 

playing against teams like the Silver 

Knights.  The game will be on 25 July 

2023, at Holman Stadium at 1800.  Tick-

ets will be $6 each, or a luxury box for 

$500.  The luxury box is catered.  We will 

discuss this at this month’s meeting. 



 16 

CLASSIFIEDS 

NEVERETT’S SEW & VAC 

51 EAST PEARL ST. 

NASHUA, NH 03060 

                   603-883-5409 

FOR ALL YOUR SEWING AND VACUUM 

CLEANING NEEDS 
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BATTLE OF THE MONTH 

The Battle of Iwo Jima (19 February – 26 March 1945) was a major battle in which the United States Marine 
Corps (USMC) and United States Navy (USN) landed on and eventually captured the island of Iwo Jima from 
the Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) during World War II. The American invasion, designated Operation Detach-
ment, had the purpose of capturing the island with its two airfields: South Field and Central Field. 

The Japanese Army positions on the island were heavily fortified, with a dense network of bunkers, hid-
den artillery positions, and 18 km (11 mi) of tunnels.[c] The American ground forces were supported by exten-
sive naval artillery and had complete air supremacy provided by U.S. Navy and Marine Corps aviators through-
out the battle.[9] The five-week battle saw some of the fiercest and bloodiest fighting of the Pacific War. 

The Japanese combat deaths numbered three times the number of American deaths, but unique among Pacific 
War Marine battles, the American total casualties (dead and wounded) exceeded those of the Japanese.[10] Of 
the 21,000 Japanese soldiers on Iwo Jima at the beginning of the battle, only 216 were taken prisoner, some of 
whom were captured only because they had been knocked unconscious or otherwise disabled.[d] Most of the 
remainder were killed in action, but it has been estimated that as many as 3,000 continued to resist within the 
various cave systems for many days afterwards until they eventually succumbed to their injuries or surrendered 
weeks later.[2][7] Despite the fighting and severe casualties on both sides, the American victory was assured from 
the start. Overwhelming American superiority in numbers and arms, air supremacy, the impossibility of Japa-
nese retreat or reinforcement, and sparse food and supplies for the Japanese, permitted no plausible circum-
stance in which the Japanese could have won the battle.[11] 

The action was controversial, with retired Chief of Naval Operations William V. Pratt stating that the island was 
useless to the Army as a staging base and useless to the Navy as a fleet base.[12] The Japanese continued to 
have early-warning radar from Rota island, which was never invaded.[13] Experiences with previous Pacific island 
battles suggested that the island would be well-defended and thus casualties would be significant. 

Joe Rosenthal's Associated Press photograph of the raising of the U.S. flag at the top of the 169 m 
(554 ft) Mount Suribachi by six U.S. Marines became a famous image of the battle and the American war effort 
in the Pacific.[14] 

IWO JIMA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iwo_Jima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Field_(Iwo_Jima)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Field_(Iwo_Jima)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artillery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_artillery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_supremacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-O'Brien-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-note_Burrell2006p83-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-Burrell83-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-FOOTNOTEToland2003669-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-FOOTNOTELewis200759-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_V._Pratt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-Newsweek_Pratt_19450402-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rota_(island)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-Rota-17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Rosenthal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raising_the_Flag_on_Iwo_Jima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Suribachi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima#cite_note-ap-18
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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Flyers and posters for your posts events are posted in 

this section of the newsletter.  If you want to advertise 

your events, please send your flyer or poster via email 

to the editor to have it posted in this newsletter. 



 21 



 22 



 23 



 24 



 25 



 26 



 27 



 28 



 29 



 30 


