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POST COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
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State Commander’s Message 
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RENEWAL INFORMATION 

If you want to renew your membership by sending your dues to the post for pro-

cessing, you can scan the QR Code below and pay your dues by selecting the mem-

bership form on the Zeffy site.  Once the funds are transferred to the post account 

your membership will be renewed.  You can also renew online at www.vfw.org or 

send your payment to the post by check or pay in person with cash.   
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POST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
No Article Submitted 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deceased members:  None 
  
Greetings from the Chaplain’s desk. 
  
Hope everyone is doing well and enjoying the current 
fall weather we are having. 
We all know it’s only a prelude to what is coming. 
 
Get well wishes have been sent out to Post member 
Clayton Proffer who was involved 
In a serious motorcycle accident. After initially being 
treated at Mass General, he is now recovering in the 
Northeast rehab facility in Nashua. Please keep Clay-
ton in your thoughts and prayers. Get well wishes also 
would go out to Chuck Ashworth in his continuing re-
covery from recent medical issues. 
 
The post holds a veterans coffee talk at the Senior 
Center the second Friday of each month at 09:30. Vet-
erans issues, that you may have concerns about, are 
discussed along with guest speakers who share infor-
mation and address questions you may have. 
 
Remember the Post is here to support our veterans 
and the community. Please reach 
out if we can be of assistance to anyone. 
 
Wishing everyone the best of health and continuing to 
stay safe. 
  
Best Regards 
Herbert CT Townsend 
Chaplain Post 483 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Herbert “C.T.” Townsend 

603-345-5033 

Members: 

Chris DiTullio Commander 

908-987-8009 

Lewis Chipola-Quartermaster 

603-521-7708 

Scott Gagnon 

781-983-2876 

Steve Ordway 

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE 

The District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and 
scheduled for 1000 unless otherwise noted,  dress 
is blues and grays unless otherwise notified.  Aux-
iliary meetings are the same dates as the VFW   . 
C of A Meeting in Brown 

17 Aug. 24:  Winchester 

19 Oct. 24: Franklin 

18 Jan 25:  TBD 

12 Apr. 25:  TBD 

6-8 Jun 25:  State Convention Shelburne 

District Meeting in Blue 

Sunday, 8 September 2024 , Hudson 

Sunday, 27 October 2024, Derry 

Sunday,  26 January 2025, Merrimack 

Sunday, 27 April 2025, Pelham (Encampment) 
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Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total Prior Year Percent Div 
R

S 
City State N/R LM 

Prior 

Annual 
Retention 

6 120 0 0 23 143 181 % 6   
NASH

UA 
NH 0  % 

MEMBERSHIP 

23 Jul 24   1900 

27 Aug 24  1900 

24 Sep 24  1900 

22 Oct 24  1900 

26 Nov 24  1900 

23 Dec 24  1900 

28 Jan 25  1900 

25 Feb 25  1900 

25 Mar 25  1900 

22 Apr 25  1900 

27 May 25 1900 

24 Jun 25  1900 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

2024-2025 GOAL 102% 

RENEW EARLY (IT DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR EXPIRATION DATE) 

(Just moves it our one year) 

DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP 

LOCATION POST # % RETENTION 

NASHUA 483 79.01% % 

DERRY 1617 79.67% % 

HUDSON 5791 86.25% % 

SALEM 8546 74.78% % 

MERRIMACK 8641 87.93% % 

PELHAM 10722 76.80% % 

HAMPSTEAD 11254 84.21% % 

HOLLIS 11373 80.43% % 

TOTALS  81.29% % 
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FUN PAGE 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

Late one night a burglar broke into a house and while he was sneaking around he heard 

a voice say, "Jesús is watching you." He looked around and saw nothing. He kept on 

creeping and again heard, "Jesús is watching you." In a dark corner, he saw a cage with a 

parrot inside. The burglar asked the parrot, "Was it you who said Jesús is watching me" 

The parrot replied, "Yes." Relieved, the burglar asked, "What is your name?" The parrot 

said, "Clarence." The burglar said, "That's a stupid name for a parrot. What idiot named 

you Clarence?" The parrot answered, "The same idiot that named the rottweiler Jesús."  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Good judgment comes from ex-

perience, and a lot of that 

comes from bad judgment. 

Will Rogers 

DID YOU KNOW 

 Coffee is generally roasted be-

tween 204 - 218C (400 - 425F) (the 

longer the beans are roasted the 

darker the roast)  

MIND TWISTER 

Find a number less than 100 that is increased by one-fifth of its value when its 
digits are reversed. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/will-rogers-quotes
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VETERANS INFORMATION 

VA Budget Shortfall Action Alert: Recently, VA announced a budget shortfall that may delay the timely 
delivery of benefits to people nationwide. Veterans, family members, and caregivers have earned VA 
benefits through service, and we are frustrated to hear certain ones may not be adequately funded 
through the end of the fiscal year. This is not a problem caused by Congress, but our elected officials in 
Washington, D.C., have the responsibility to ensure these benefits are paid on time to those who have 
earned them. Each year VA has been provided with the resources it requested for veterans’ care and 
benefits, and our legislators must ensure that happens this time as well. Congress must pass a supple-
mental funding bill by Sept. 20 to make sure veterans, survivors, and caregivers receive next months’ 
benefit payments without interruption. Congress must also hold VA accountable to prevent issues like 
this from happening in the future. However, this accountability can happen AFTER Congress provides 
supplemental funding, so veterans, survivors, and caregivers do not go without or face financial diffi-
culties due to inadequate government funding.  

Congress Congratulates VFW on 125th Anniversary: In a show of support for the 125th anniversary of 
the VFW, fellow VFW members Reps. Derrick Van Orden and Chris Deluzio, and Marine veteran and 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Mike Bost have introduced a concurrent resolution 
recognizing Sept. 29, 2024, as "Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Day.” For more than a 
century, the VFW has advocated on behalf of veterans to ensure they have timely access to their earned 
benefits, and has served veteran communities here and around the world.   

VFW Fall Legislative Conference: The VFW National Legislative Committee members met with senators, 
representatives, and staffers in Washington, D.C., to discuss the VFW’s legislative priorities. Specific 
focus was on providing health care and benefits for veterans, caregivers, and survivors; ensuring the 
continuous review of new presumptive conditions related to toxic exposures; exploring alternative 
treatments for post-traumatic stress disorder and other mental health conditions; and continuing to 
promote legislation to penalize predatory claim companies known as Claim Sharks. The VFW will con-
tinue to advocate for these issues to assist service members, veterans, and their families.  

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced three identifications and five 
burial updates for service members who have been missing and unaccounted for from World War II 
and the Korean War.  

Identifications: -- World War II Army Staff Sgt. Fritz O. Gaebler -- World War II Army Private 1st Class 
Charles R. Reiser -- World War II Army Air Forces Corporal Melvin L. Huff  

Updates: -- Korean War Army Sgt. 1st Class Israel Ramos -- Korean War Army Private 1st Class 
Charles A. Vorel Jr. -- Korean War Army Sgt. Charles E. Beaty -- World War II Army Air Forces Staff 
Sgt. John A. Tarbert -- World War II Army Private 1st Class Joseph C. MacDonald  

Go to the Action Corps, 16 September issue and read more about these postings. 

Vfw.org  select Advocacy  select Grass Roots  scroll down right side for this week’s Action 

Corps 
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CALENDAR 

 45 (1/5 of 45 = 9, 9 + 45 = 54) 

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER 

October 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Service Officer 
Training 1900 
 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

2 
 
Cootie Meeting 
1900 Hudson 

3 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

4 
Auxiliary Meeting 
1300 

5 

6 7 8 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

9 10 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

11 12 

13 14 15 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

16 17 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

18 19 
C of A Franklin 
1000 

20 21 22 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 
 
Post Meeting 1900 

23 24 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 

25 26 

27 
District 6 Meeting 
Derry 1000 

28 
Langdon Place 
1330 

29 
 

30 31 
Post Hours 1000-
1400 
 
Commander’s Call 
1900 
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POST NEWS 

IF YOU USE FACEBOOK  

GO TO 

VFW POST 483 Nashua 

Auxiliary Meeting Dates 

5 Jul 24  1300 

2 Aug 24 1300 

6 Sep 24  1300 

4 Oct 24  1300 

1 Nov 24 1300 

6 Dec 24  1300 

3 Jan 25  1300 

7 Feb 25  1300 

7 Mar 25  1300 

4 Apr 25  1300 

2 May 25  1300 

6 Jun 25  1300 

Scan this QR Code and pay 

your dues with your phone.  

Just select the membership 

page on the Zeffy site. 

Commander Ditullio giving Post Report 

at the District 6 Meeting in Hudson on 

8 September 2024. 

Pentagon on 9/11/21 

On Wednesday, 11 September 2024, we held the First An-

nual 9/11 Ceremony at the E. Hollis St., Fire Department.  

The Ceremony was done with the cooperation of Nashua 

Fire & Rescue, Nashua Police Department , American Le-

gion and DAV.  The ceremony was well received by all in 

attendance.  A wreath was laid at the 9/11 monument at 

the fire station.  See Flyer Section for more photos. 
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POST NEWS 

Commander DiTullio (left) and Trustee Ordway (right) at 

the PAL VIP Reception at St. Pat’s Hall on Thursday, 5 

September 2024.  The Post donates to PAL every year.  We 

received invitation for two to attend the reception. 

Congress has issued a Resolution 

to recognize 29 September at 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Day.  

All members should display their 

membership in the VFW on 29 

September.  Even better,  bring in 

a new member. 

Comrade Clayton Proffer at Northeastern  Rehab 

saying hello to everyone.   
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QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER 

On page 4 of this newsletter you will 

see a new page.  The page has a QR 

code for you to pay your dues by 

scanning and selecting the Member-

ship option and pay your dues on 

Zeffy.  It also explains other way to 

pay your dues.  You are encouraged 

not to wait to the end of your mem-

bership month to pay.  Please pay 

early.  You can pay any time.  It does 

not matter.  It will only extend your 

membership one year from your cur-

rent expiration date.   By renewing 

early you help the post by assisting us 

to make the goals set by National and 

the Department throughout the year. 

Veterans Day Poppy Drive 

We have been approved for 8-10 Novem-

ber for our Veterans Day Poppy Drive.  We 

will again be at the Market Baskets located 

in South Nashua and Somerset Plaza on 8-9 

November from 0900-1500.  We will also 

be at the Coliseum Avenue Liquor Store on 

8-10 November from 0900-1800.  We will 

need your support to man these locations.  

Sign up sheets are at the post, so please 

come out and help us raise funds for our 

Post Relief Account.  This account enables 

us to help veterans in need of assistance.   
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CLASSIFIEDS 

NEVERETT’S SEW & VAC 

51 EAST PEARL ST. 

NASHUA, NH 03060 

                   603-883-5409 

FOR ALL YOUR SEWING AND VACUUM 

CLEANING NEEDS 
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BATTLE OF THE MONTH 

 

 

The Axis army commanders had become aware of the U.S. movements and decided that the 10th 
Panzer Division should stop them. Rommel had departed Tunisia for Germany on 9 March before 
the battle, leaving von Arnim in control of the newly named Africa Korps. Von Arnim also held 
Rommel's opinion on the low quality of the American forces and felt that a spoiling attack would be 
enough to clear them from the Eastern Dorsals again. 

At 06:00 on 23 March, 50 tanks of Broich's 10th Panzer emerged from the pass into the El Guet-
tar valley at 34°20′12″N 8°56′53″E. German motorised units in halftracks and motorcy-
cle sidecars broke off from formation and charged the infantry on the top of the hill. The halftracks 
would move up the hill as far as they could and then the infantry they carried would dismount 
while covered by fire from 88mms. The Germans were maneuvering to hit American artillery an-
chored on the hill. They quickly overran front-line infantry and artillery positions. Major Gen-
eral Terry de la Mesa Allen Sr.—commanding the U.S. 1st Infantry Division—was threatened 
when two tanks came near his headquarters, but he shrugged off suggestions of moving, "I will 
like hell pull out, and I'll shoot the first bastard who does."

[8]
 

Axis attacks 

Battle of Kasserine Pass 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_Panzer_Division_(Wehrmacht)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_Panzer_Division_(Wehrmacht)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Guettar,_Tunisia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Guettar,_Tunisia
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_El_Guettar&params=34_20_12_N_8_56_53_E_type:landmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sd.Kfz._251
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidecars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/88mm_flak_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terry_de_la_Mesa_Allen_Sr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tunisia30Janto10Apr1943.jpg
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On 19 March, the British 8th Army launched their attack on the Mareth Line, at first with little suc-
cess. 

Over the next week, the U.S. forces slowly moved forward to take the rest of the interior plains and 
set up lines across the entire Eastern Dorsals. The German and Italian defenses and reserves were 
heavy, and the progress was both slow and costly. On 23 March, the 10th Panzer Division attacked 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert H. York's 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, and 
the German tanks broke through the valley between the 3rd and 1st Battalions of the 1st Division, 
reaching a position about six miles to the rear of the 1st Battalion.

[9]
 In the action, the German tanks 

and self-propelled guns along with German troops riding in carriers and trucks overran the 32nd 
Field Artillery Battalion and part of the 5th Field Artillery Battalion,

[10]
 and the Italian High Com-

mand reported that 40 tanks had been destroyed and 170 Allied troops had been captured in 
"central and southern Tunisia".

[11]
 

On 26 March, in Operation Supercharge II, a British force sent via an outflanking inland route at-
tacked the Tebaga Gap to the north of the Mareth line, and their breakthrough left the Mareth de-
fenses untenable. The Axis forces retreated about 40 miles to a new line set up at Wadi Akarit, 
north of Gabès at 33°53′3″N 10°5′33″E. This made the U.S. position even more valuable, since the 
road through El Guettar led directly into Gabès. 

By 30 March the U.S. forces were in position for an offensive south from El Guettar. In order to start 
a breakout, the two original Italian strongpoints on Hill 369 34°14′29″N 9°7′16″E and Hill 772 34°12′
7″N 8°59′36″E had to be taken, one after the other.

[12]
 

The U.S. plan involved the U.S. 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions, and Combat Command 1/3 of the 
U.S. 1st Armored Division, collectively known as "Benson Force". This force attacked Hill 369 on 
the afternoon of 30 March but ran into mines and anti-tank fire, losing five tanks and a rifle company 
from the 2nd Battalion of Colonel Edwin H. Randle's 47th Infantry Regiment that was forced to sur-
render.

[13]
 The tanks were withdrawn, and the 1st and 9th attacked again the next day at 06:00, 

gaining some ground and taking several hundred prisoners. However, an Italian counter-attack 
drove them back from their newly gained positions, and by 12:45 they were back where they started 
with the loss of nine tanks and two tank destroyers. A further attempt the next day on 1 April also 
failed, after barely getting started. Private Emil J. Dedonato remembers that Patton drove up to the 
47th Regiment's command post, unhappy that the initial attacks had failed: 

Patton was in a huffy mood and stormed over to see Colonel Randle in his Jeep. It was obvious he wasn't pleased 
with the initial results of the night attack. I'll never forget Colonel Randle's instructions as they moved into El 
Guettar: "Where we're going you won't need a physic!"[14] 

At this point Patton received orders to start the attempt on Hill 772, even though Hill 369 was still 
under Italian control. The 9th was moved to Hill 772, leaving the 1st on Hill 369. By 3 April, the 1st 
had finally cleared Hill 369, but the battle on Hill 772 continued. The Italian commander—General 
Messe—then called in support from the German 21st Panzer Division, further slowing progress. The 
tempo of the operations slowed, and the lines remained largely static. 

Allied attacks 

[edit] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Mareth_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comando_Supremo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comando_Supremo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-11
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_El_Guettar&params=33_53_3_N_10_5_33_E_
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_El_Guettar&params=34_14_29_N_9_7_16_E_type:mountain&title=Hill+369
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_El_Guettar&params=34_12_7_N_8_59_36_E_type:mountain&title=Hill+772
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_El_Guettar&params=34_12_7_N_8_59_36_E_type:mountain&title=Hill+772
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clarence_Corinth_Benson&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_El_Guettar#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_21st_Panzer_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Battle_of_El_Guettar&action=edit&section=4
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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Funnies 

Beetle Bailey by Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker 

BC by Mastroianni and Hart 

Brilliant Mind of Edison Lee by John Hambrock 

https://www.arcamax.com/thefunnies/beetlebailey/biography
https://www.arcamax.com/thefunnies/bc/biography
https://www.arcamax.com/thefunnies/brilliantmindofedisonlee/biography
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Flyers and posters for your posts events are posted in 

this section of the newsletter.  If you want to advertise 

your events, please send your flyer or poster via email 

to the editor to have it posted in this newsletter. 
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Cootie Seam Squirrel Christina Madden presenting check 

to State Commander Carrow for his special project. 

Petagon on 9/11/01  see photos or our 9/11 

Remembrance Ceremony below 

Group picture of attendees Mayor Doncess with Commander 

DiTullio, firefighters  in background 

Post Activities 
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9/11 Ceremony Continued 

Commander DiTullio giving the 

address. 
Chaplain Townsend giving the Opening Prayer 

Mayor Doncess giving his remarks. 

Commander DiTullio and Fire Chief Buxton laying the wreath. 

Officers of the Police and Fire Departments 

Firing detail rendering the rifle salute 
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