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POST COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Comrades, Hello and welcome to 2026! 2025 was a good year but let’s make 2026 even 
better. Let’s focus on the VFW’s commitment to recruitment and retention. Let’s always 
remember the values of selfless service and honor to help those who need it most.  

Thank you to all those who volunteered for something last year. Whether it was Buddy 
Poppy’s or helping a fellow Veteran, THANK YOU! This is how we are Still Serving. I 
know the winter months can be long and depressing. Please check in with family, 
friends and Veterans to make sure everyone is safe and healthy.  

Let’s bring on 2026!! As always, if you have any ideas, comments or concerns please let 
me know.  

Yours in comradeship,  

Chris DiTullio  
Nashua VFW 483 Commander Commander,  
District 6, Department of New Hampshire  
Cditullio007@yahoo.com  
Personal commander@vfw483.org – Post email  
978-987-8009 (cell)  
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State Commander’s Message 

 Greetings Comrades 
  
      I hope that all of your comrades have had a Merry Christmas with family and friends. Each of my kids had their 
family Christmas's at home with their respective families with my wife and I making our rounds to two of our three 
kids. Possibly by the time the Go's get to you New Years may have come and gone by. I hope that all of you have a 
joyous and safe New Years eve celebration.  
 
      Today’s date, the state membership is 87.87%, which is fantastic. Thanks to everyone for all your hard work up 
to this point but keep in mind that we're only halfway there. For any posts that as of this date haven't recruited a 
new member, now is the time to get motivated and get moving. If your post has at least one member don't stop. As 
a department we're ONLY 13.13% below both the Department and National goals of 101%, which is easily obtaina-
ble. I am both proud and elated on where we're at and I'm sure we'll make it. 
 
       In this quarter I have attended 8 post meetings and plan on attending at least four in January. I attended wreath 
laying ceremonies in Boscawen and Hudson. Both ceremonies were well attended. I would like to thank the Hud-
son post for a well organized ceremony. It has been a busy quarter for your state line officers. 
 
        Please don't forget to check in with your post comrades that can't or are unable to attend post meetings or 
gatherings. December was an exceptionally cold month so perform a buddy check and see how all your members 
are doing. Some of our fellow veterans don't get out much so hearing a friendly voice would be welcome 
. 
        Don't forget about the upcoming C of A meeting along with the VOD/PP ceremony and teacher of the year. 
Let's show our youth and future leaders of America that us cranky old veterans are behind them and support them. 
I would like to see that every post is represented at the C of A.  I realize that it is a long drive for some but at least 
once a year let's show our pride for being a Veteran of Foreign Wars. LET'S REPRESENT. 
  
  
  

Darwin Beeman 
VFW Dept. Commander 
New Hampshire 
2025 - 2026 
e: luckytwobealive@comcast.net 
c: 603.372.2200 
" We Build We Fight ' 

mailto:luckytwobealive@comcast.net


 4 

RENEWAL INFORMATION 

If you want to renew your membership by sending your dues to the post for pro-

cessing, you can scan the QR Code below and pay your dues by selecting the mem-

bership form on the Zeffy site.  Once the funds are transferred to the post account 

your membership will be renewed.  You can also renew online at www.vfw.org or 

send your payment to the post by check or pay in person with cash.   
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Carolyn Marineau 

Carolyn M. (Sullivan) Marineau, 88, of Nashua, NH passed away peacefully on Thursday, De-
cember 11, 2025.  Born in Nashua January 30, 1937, she was the wife of the late George Mari-
neau and daughter of the late John & Victoria Sullivan.  She was a graduate of Fitchburg State 
College and was a long-time teacher for the Nashua Public School system beginning her 
teaching career at Temple Street Elementary and then as a substitute teacher until retir-
ing.  She spent many years involved assisting with costumes for the Nashua Actorsingers and 
as a member of the Women’s Auxiliary of VFW Post 483 of Nashua.  She loved dancing, Irish 
music and enjoyed spending many summers at York Beach. 

Carolyn is survived by her daughters Maureen (Marineau) Crozier and Marcia (Marineau) Al-
leyne, both in Lynn, MA, Son-in-law Edgar Alleyne, Grandson Alexander “Xan” Alleyne, 
brother John F. Sullivan Jr. and best friend Raelene Liljeberg, and many nieces and neph-
ews. She is predeceased by her brother Richard Sullivan, Son-in-law Brenton Crozier and best 
friend John Liljeberg. 

There are no calling hours.  A service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 8, 2026 
at the NH State Veteran’s Cemetery, 110 Daniel Webster Highway, Boscawen, NH. To leave an 
online message of condolence, please visit www.farwellfuneralservice.com  Arrangements are 
in the care of the Farwell Funeral Service, 18 Lock Street, Nashua. 

http://www.farwellfuneralservice.com/
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from the Chaplain's Desk 
  
Deceased Members: 
  
None 
  
Hope this report finds everyone doing well and that you 
had an enjoyable and festive holiday. Hopefully good 
Health and joy will follow us into the new year. The holidays 
have put us in a good frame of mind so let's continue to fos-
ter that good attitude and relationship towards friends, family 
and neighbors throughout the new year. Remember that all 
the good deeds that you do, will come back to you tenfold, in 
blessings and rewards. If you do good, then good will come 
to you. 
 
On a sad note we were informed of the passing of long-time 
posts auxiliary member Carolyn Marineau. Carolyn was a 
dedicated and longtime supporter of the post. Our condolenc-
es go out to her family and friends. 
 
We ask that you continue to look out for friends and neigh-
bors during this winter season. Anyone that is aware of a vet-
eran who is ill, or in need of our support, please advise the 
Post, so that we may reach out to them.   
 
Wishing everyone good health and good fortune throughout 
the new year. 
  
Yours in Comradeship 
Herbert CT Townsend 
Chaplain Post 483 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Herbert “C.T.” Townsend 

603-345-5033 

Members: 

Chris DiTullio Commander 

978-987-8009 

Lewis Chipola-Quartermaster 

603-521-7708 

Scott Gagnon 

781-983-2876 

Steve Ordway 

603-490-2284 

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE 

The District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and scheduled 
for 1000 unless otherwise noted,  dress is blues and 
grays unless otherwise notified.  Auxiliary meetings are 
the same dates as the VFW   . C of A Meeting in Brown 

17 Aug. 24:  Winchester 

19 Oct. 24: Franklin 

18 Jan 25:  TBD 

12 Apr. 25:  TBD 

6-8 Jun 25:  State Convention Shelburne 

District Meeting in Blue 

Sunday, 24 August 2025, Hudson VFW Post 5791 

Sunday, 19 October 2025, Pelham VFW Post 10722 

Sunday,  25 January 2026, Merrimack VFW Post 8641 

Sunday, 19 April 2026, Derry Post 1617 (Encampment) 
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Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total Prior Year Percent Div 
R

S 
City State N/R LM 

6 123 4 1 30 158 170 92.94% 3   
NASH

UA 
NH 0 

MEMBERSHIP 

22 Jul 25   1900 

26 Aug 25  1900 

23 Sep 25  1900 

28 Oct 25  1900 

25 Nov 25  1900 

23 Dec 25  1900 

27 Jan 26  1900 

24 Feb 26  1900 

24 Mar 26  1900 

27 Apr 26  1900 

25 May 26 1900 

22 Jun 26  1900 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

2024-2025 GOAL 102% 

RENEW EARLY (IT DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR EXPIRATION DATE) 

(Just moves it our one year) 

DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP 

LOCATION POST # % 

NASHUA 483 92.94% 

DERRY 1617 74.87% 

HUDSON 5791 92.66% 

SALEM 8546 79.00% 

MERRIMACK 8641 93.06% 

PELHAM 10722 85.25% 

HAMPSTEAD 11254 91.43% 

HOLLIS 11373 88.64% 

TOTALS  86.82% 

New membership year—”Let’s Recruit”!!!!!! 
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FUN PAGE 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

A priest and a nun are on their way back from the seminary when their car breaks down. 

The garage doesn’t open until morning, so they have to spend the night in a B&B. There 

is only one room available. The priest says, “Sister, I don’t think the Lord would mind if 

we share this one room. I’ll sleep on the sofa and you can have the bed.” “I think that 

would be fine,” the nun agrees. They prepare for bed, say a few prayers, and settle down 

to sleep. Ten minutes pass and the nun says, “Father, I’m very cold.” “OK,” says the 

priest, “I’ll get a blanket from the closet.” Another ten minutes pass and the nun says 

again: “Father, I’m still terribly cold.” The priest says, “Don’t worry, I’ll get up and get 

you another blanket. Another ten minutes pass, and then the nun murmurs in a soft and 

sultry voice, “Father, I’m still very cold. I don’t think the Lord would mind if we acted as 

husband and wife for one night.” “You’re right,” says the priest. “Get your own damn 

blankets, you annoying woman!”  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

But man is not made for defeat. 

A man can be destroyed but 

not defeated. 

Ernest Hemingway 

DID YOU KNOW 

 India has the most post offices 

than any other country (over 

100,000)  

MIND TWISTER 

Find a number less than 100 that is increased by one-fifth of its value when its digits 
are reversed. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/ernest-hemingway-quotes
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VETERANS INFORMATION 

VFW Testifies on Pending Legislation: VFW National Legislative Service Acting Director 
Nancy Springer testified at a Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs hearing on 
pending legislation. In her written statement, Springer addressed all 24 legislative 
proposals and bills under the Committee’s consideration, while highlighting three 
key measures during her oral testimony. She emphasized that this legislative triplet 
would eliminate automatic claim denials due to a missed medical examination, ena-
ble a more efficient and timely appeals process, and allow veterans to access avail-
able military medical treatment facilities, improving continuity of care and timely 
medical evaluations.   

VFW Addresses House Bipartisan Working Group on Veterans’ Employment: VFW Na-
tional Legislative Service Associate Director Joy Craig participated in a congression-
al breakfast hosted by the House Bipartisan Working Group to discuss policies that 
strengthen veterans’ employment and military-to-civilian transition. Craig empha-
sized that transition is a core Department of Defense responsibility and called for 
early VA benefits enrollment for all separating service members to prevent the 
“deadly gap” following discharge. Key priorities included modernization of education 
benefits, enhanced Veteran Readiness and Employment counseling, expanded hir-
ing incentives for veterans and military spouses, and stronger oversight of the Tran-
sition Assistance Program to ensure full access to earned benefits.  

VFW Highlights Data Security Concerns on Capitol Hill: VFW National Veterans Service 
Deputy Director Chris Macinkowicz spoke at a House Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs roundtable focused on VA’s growing challenges with artificial intelligence and 
the urgent need to safeguard veterans’ data. Macinkowicz stressed that AI must be 
treated as a tool, not an employee, and called for strong oversight, clear guidelines 
and robust security protocols to protect sensitive information. He urged lawmakers 
to move quickly to establish transparent, enforceable standards for AI use across VA 
operations, noting that these safeguards are essential to maintaining veterans’ trust 

VFW Submits Statement for House Oversight Hearing: The House Veterans’ Affairs 
Subcommittee on Health conducted an oversight hearing titled, “Putting Families 
First: Strengthening CHAMPVA for Survivors and Dependents.” VFW National Leg-
islative Service Associate Director Meggan Coleman submitted a statement for the 
record that emphasized the urgent need for sustained momentum in Civilian Health 
and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) technologi-
cal innovation stating, “The VFW calls on Congress and VA leadership to continue 
building on the existing modernization foundation. VA should further streamline in-
ternal processing systems by utilizing the digital infrastructure already in place for 
VA community care and TRICARE.”  
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CALENDAR 

 45 (1/5 of 45 = 9, 9 + 45 = 54) 

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER 

January 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
New Years Day 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 
Cootie Meeting 
Hudson VFW 1900 

8 9 
Veterans Coffee 
Talk 0930 

10 

11 12 
Mayor’s Veterans 
Council 1400 

13 
Auxiliary Meeting 
1830 

14 15 16 17 
C of A Concord VFW 
1000 
 
VOD Banquet Con-
cord Double Tree 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
District 6 Meeting 
Merrimack VFW 
1000 

26 
Visit Langdon Place 
1330 

27 
Post Meeting 1900 

28 29 30 31 
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POST NEWS 

IF YOU USE FACEBOOK  

GO TO 

VFW POST 483 Nashua 

Scan this QR Code and pay 

your dues with your phone.  

Just select the membership 

page on the Zeffy site. 

Auxiliary Meeting Dates 

8 Jul 25  1830 

12 Aug 25 1830 

9 Sep 25  1830 

8 Oct 25  1830 

11 Nov 25 1830 

9 Dec 25  1830 

13 Jan 26  1830 

10 Feb 26  1830 

10 Mar 26  1830 

14 Apr 26  1830 

12 May 26  1830 

9 Jun 26  1830 

Veterans Coffee Talk at 

the Nashua Senior Cen-

ter on the second Friday 

of each month at 0930.  

All veterans are wel-

come to attend. 

Opening ceremony of our Pearl Harbor Day on 7 December. 

Firing detail at Pearl Harbor Day 

Visit our website at 483.org 

and see all planned events 

and special days on the cal-

endar.  Many links to infor-

mation you may need. 
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POST NEWS 

 

We need new members!  Our numbers are dwindling.  It’s 

everyone responsibility to recruit.  Help your post if you want 

it to survive.  You can also help it by renewing your member-

ship early.  By renewing early all you are doing is extending 

your expiration date by 1 year.  Your expiration date will not 

change.  We ask you to renew early and bring in a new mem-

ber.  Also it is important for you to attend as many meetings 

as you can.  If you cannot attend you can join the meeting vir-

tually on WEBEX.  The link is sent out by email prior to the 

post meeting.  If you have not provided the post with an email 

address and you have one please send it to the post Adjutant 

at nashuavfwpost483@gmail.com so you can be added to the 

email list.  You can access the link by left clicking the word 

“post” in blue underlined.  This will take you to the link.  Click 

the link and punch in the ID and password.  ID is 126 096 8690  

Password is PApJ3jWMj47 

Bugler at Pearl Harbor Day 

ROTC Color Guard at Pearl Harbor Day. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnashuavfwpost483veteransofforeignwarsoftheus.my.webex.com%2Fnashuavfwpost483veteransofforeignwarsoftheus.my%2Fj.php%3FMTID%3Dm3afbf20fbf2064fdf51f066a178a9ca9&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3XogXW8ePKSkmNd6Q


 13 

QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER 

We are entering a new time for us.  We 

stand in a position to make the goal for 

membership for the first time in a 

while.  All it takes is for our members 

to renew their memberships as they 

have done so far.  We still have 18 

members that must renew by 30 June 

2026.  For every new member we re-

cruit will add to our membership.  We 

have the opportunity to make All 

American this year.  Membership is the 

key.  Participation is important for us 

so we can accomplish the mission we 

must in order to qualify for All Ameri-

can.  Its all in your hands, the mem-

bers. 

If you are unable to attend a post 

meeting, you can attend virtually on 

Webex.  Normally about a week prior 

to our post meeting the link for We-

bex will be emailed to you along with 

the code and password to join the 

meeting. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

NEVERETT’S SEW & VAC 

51 EAST PEARL ST. 

NASHUA, NH 03060 

                   603-883-5409 

FOR ALL YOUR SEWING AND VACUUM 

CLEANING NEEDS 



 15 

BATTLE OF THE MONTH 

The Battle of Princeton was a battle of the American Revolutionary War, fought near Princeton, 
New Jersey on January 3, 1777, and ending in a small victory for the Colonials. General Lord 
Cornwallis had left 1,400 British troops under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Charles Maw-
hood in Princeton. Following a surprise attack at Trenton early in the morning of December 26, 
1776, General George Washington of the Continental Army decided to attack the British in New 
Jersey before entering the winter quarters. On December 30, he crossed the Delaware River back 
into New Jersey. His troops followed on January 3, 1777. Washington advanced to Princeton by a 
back road, where he pushed back a smaller British force but had to retreat before Cornwallis ar-
rived with reinforcements. The battles of Trenton and Princeton boosted the morale of the patriot 
cause, leading many recruits to join the Continental Army in the spring. 

After defeating the Hessians at the Battle of Trenton on the morning of December 26, 1776, Wash-
ington withdrew back to Pennsylvania. He subsequently decided to attack the British forces before 
going into winter quarters. On December 29, he led his army back into Trenton. On the night of 
January 2, 1777, Washington repulsed a British attack at the Battle of the Assunpink Creek. That 
night, he evacuated his position, circled General Cornwallis' army, and attacked the British garrison 
at Princeton. 

On January 3, Brigadier General Hugh Mercer of the Continental Army clashed with two regiments 
under the command of Mawhood. Mercer and his troops were overrun, and Mercer was mortally 
wounded. The British demanded a surrender, believing Mercer to be Washington. After he de-
clined, Mercer was stabbed 7 times with a bayonet. Washington sent a brigade of militia under 
Brigadier General John Cadwalader to help them. On seeing the flight of Mercer's men, the militia 
began to flee. Washington rode up with reinforcements and rallied the fleeing militia. He then led 
the attack on Mawhood's troops, driving them back. Mawhood gave the order to retreat, and most 
of the troops tried to flee to Cornwallis in Trenton. 

In Princeton, Brigadier General John Sullivan encouraged some British troops who had taken ref-
uge in Nassau Hall to surrender, ending the battle. After the battle, Washington moved his army 
to Morristown, and with their third defeat in 10 days, the British evacuated Central Jersey. The bat-
tle (while considered minor by British 
standards)

[7][8]
 was the last major action of 

Washington's winter New Jersey cam-

Battle of Princeton 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cornwallis,_1st_Marquess_Cornwallis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cornwallis,_1st_Marquess_Cornwallis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Mawhood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Mawhood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trenton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington%27s_crossing_of_the_Delaware_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hessian_(soldier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trenton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Assunpink_Creek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Mercer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cadwalader_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Sullivan_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nassau_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morristown,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Princeton#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Princeton#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_and_New_Jersey_campaign
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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Funnies 

Beetle Bailey by Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker 

https://www.arcamax.com/thefunnies/beetlebailey/biography
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Flyers and posters for your posts events are posted in 

this section of the newsletter.  If you want to advertise 

your events, please send your flyer or poster via email 

to the editor to have it posted in this newsletter. 
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