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State Commanderôs Message 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻπ

ŎŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ vw /ƻŘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǳŜǎ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ½Ŝũȅ ǎƛǘŜΦ  hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǾŦǿΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ 

ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ Ǉŀȅ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǎƘΦ   



 р 

tƻǎǘ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

bƻ !ǊǝŎƭŜ {ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ 



 с 

/I!t[!LbΩ{ /hwb9w 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from the Chaplain's Desk 

  

Deceased Members: 

  

None 

  
Hope this report finds everyone doing well and enjoying 
good health. I know everyone is looking forward to dusting 
off the ole grills and looking forward to some fun activities 
with family and friends. 
  
It's been a long winter and i know we are all looking forward 
to better weather ahead. As we look forward to our activities, 
don't forget about our veterans who may not have anyone to 
call on them. Remember to call on them and keep them in 
you plans and prayers. They are appreciative of your calls 
and check ins.  
 
If you are aware of anyone in distress, please let the post 
know so that we may  each out to them and offer any assis-
tance that we may be able to do. Take care of each other and 
stay safe. 
  
Yours in Comradeship 
Herbert CT Townsend 
Chaplain VFW Post 483 
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƭŘ ŀƎŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǜǳƭΣ ǎƻ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻ 

ǘƘŜȅ Řƻƴϥǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭŀŘȅ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ŀ ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΦ 

Ϧ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣϦ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦbƻΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ 

ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΦϦ {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀƳΦ 

Ϧ²ǊƛǘŜ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣϦ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦbƻΣ ƴƻΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΥ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ 

ŎǊŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀƳΦϦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭŀŘȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀ ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀƳ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƻǇΦ Ϧ²ǊƛǘŜ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣϦ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦbƻΣ L Ǝƻǘ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ 

ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƻǇΦϦ {ƻ ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ ƻǾŜǊ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ IŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƘŜǊ 

ŀ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǿƛŦŜ ǎǘŀǊŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎΣ Ϧ²ƘŜǊŜϥǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻŀǎǘΚϦ  
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The journey of a thousand 

miles begins with one step. 

Lao Tzu 
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 ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ϥƪƴǳŎƪƭŜ Řƻǿƴϥ ƻǊƛƎƛπ

ƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƳŀǊōƭŜǎ όǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƴǳŎƪƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǘǎύ  
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VETERANS INFORMATION 

±C² ǘƻ ¢ŜǎǝŦȅ .ŜŦƻǊŜ IƻǳǎŜ Cǳƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ On Wednesday, May 20, VFW Nation-
al Legislative Service Director Kristina Keenan will testify before the House Com-
mittee on Veteransô Affairs on pending legislation focused on reauthorizing key 
VA programs and authorities. The hearing will examine the proposalsô impact on 
VA operations, oversight and continuity of services veterans rely on nationwide. 
Keenan will deliver the VFWôs positions and advocate for policies that strengthen 
VAôs ability to fulfill its mission to veterans, service members, families and survi-

tƭŜŀǎ ǘƻ tŀǎǎ aŀƧƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ǘŀǊ !Ŏǘ IŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΥ Veteran Zach Micklon shared 
his story with KY3 News Springfield, Mo., to highlight the importance of passing the 
VFW-supported Major Richard Star Act. Micklon is an Army combat veteran who 
survived a sniper attack in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom but was medically 
retired after suffering catastrophic injuries. Under current law, combat-injured veter-
ans with fewer than 20 years of service must forfeit a portion of their military retire-
ment pay in order to receive VA disability compensation. The Major Richard Star 
Act would correct this inequity for more than 50,000 combat-injured veterans. In an 
interview for the newscast, VFW National Legislative Service Associate Director 
Gabby Kubinyi emphasized the billôs broad bipartisan support, noting it currently 
has 326 House and 79 Senate cosponsors. ñThis has wide bipartisan support, 
which is exactly what it should have,ò said Kubinyi.  

±C² {ǇŜŀƪǎ ƻƴ {ǳƛŎƛŘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴΥ VFW National Legislative Service Direc-
tor Kristina Keenan spoke on a panel at a legislative forum hosted by the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention. One of the bills its members are promoting on 
Capitol Hill is VFW-supported H.R.2878, Daniel J. Harvey, Jr. and Adam Lambert 
Improving Servicemember Transition to Reduce Veteran Suicide Act. This legisla-
tion would provide information on mental health risk factors and available VA re-
sources for service members as they transition to civilian life. The VFW supported 
this bill in a statement for the record for a House Veteransô Affairs Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity hearing in January.  

±C² tƻŘŎŀǎǘ 5ŜōǊƛŜŦǎ !ǎƛŀ ¢ǊƻƻǇ ±ƛǎƛǘǎΥ VFW National Legislative Service Associate Director Joy 
Craig joins co-hosts and Washington Office leaders to expand on her recent mission 
to Asia with VFW National Commander Carol Whitmore. Throughout their travels, 
they met with troops stationed in South Korea and Japan where they learned about 
the growing needs of service members and families as U.S. forces expand their 
presence in the theater. Additional topics included VFWôs ongoing diplomatic en-
gagements with Taiwan, a recent development with the Major Richard Star Act, and 
VFWôs Day of Service. Listen to episode 64, "Over There! Recapping the Far East 
Outreach Mission,ò on your favorite podcast platform or watch it on YouTube.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2878/text?s=1&r=1&hl=H.R.+2878
https://www.youtube.com/@VFWHQ/podcasts
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June 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
Cootie Meeting 
Hudson VFW 1900 

4 5 
State Convention 
Shelburne, NH 

6 
State Convention 
Shelburne, NH 
 
D Day 1944 

7 
State Convention 
Shelburne, NH 
 
New Officers take 
their positions. 

8 9 
 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 
Auxiliary Meeting 
1830 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 
Visit Langdon Place 
1330 

23 
Post Meeting 1900 

24 25 
Custerõs Last Stand 
1876 

26 27 

28 29 30     



 мм 
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Dh ¢h 

±C² th{¢ пуо bŀǎƘǳŀ 

{Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ vw /ƻŘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŘǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ  

Wǳǎǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ 
мнлл 

!ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ 5ŀǘŜǎ 

у Wǳƭ нр  муол 

мн !ǳƎ нр муол 

ф {ŜǇ нр  муол 

у hŎǘ нр  муол 

мм bƻǾ нр муол 

ф 5ŜŎ нр  муол 

мо Wŀƴ нс  муол 

мл CŜō нс  муол 

мл aŀǊ нс  муол 

мп !ǇǊ нс  муол 

мн aŀȅ нс  муол 

мс Wǳƴ нс  муол 

¢ƘŜ пǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 

ŀǘ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ ŀǘ лфлл ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ  

/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ нрлǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŜ ŀǘ IƻƭƳŀƴ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ ƻƴ му WǳƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мулл ōŀƭƭ ƎŀƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀǘ 

мтллΦ  hǳǊ ǎǳƛǘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘƻƭŘǎ нл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ! ǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƎŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳƛǘŜ пллΦ  wŜǇƻǊǘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǎǘ пуо ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘ ŦǊŜŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ нл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜΦ  

!ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ǝŎƪŜǘΦ  9Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊǎ ƛƴ DƻƻŘ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 



 мн 

th{¢ b9²{ 

 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΗ  hǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǿƛƴŘƭƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘΦ  IŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 

ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘ ōȅ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊπ

ǎƘƛǇ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ  .ȅ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ōȅ м ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǾƛǊπ

ǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ²9.9·Φ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Ǉƻǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ !ŘƧǳǘŀƴǘ 

ŀǘ ƴŀǎƘǳŀǾŦǿǇƻǎǘпуоϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭƛǎǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōȅ ƭŜƊ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ 

άǇƻǎǘέ ƛƴ ōƭǳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ L5 ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘΦ  L5 ƛǎ мнс лфс усфл  

tŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ t!ǇWоƧ²aƧпт 

tƻǎǘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

tƘƻƴŜΥ сло-плн-нффн ό¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ Ҍ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ мллл ǘƻ мпллύ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƴŀǎƘǳŀǾŦǿǇƻǎǘпуоϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ όŀƴȅǝƳŜύ .Ŝǎǘ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǾŦǿпуоΦƻǊƎ  όŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ Ҍ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴύ 

CŀŎŜ .ƻƻƪ ό±C² tƻǎǘ пуо bŀǎƘǳŀ aŜƳōŜǊǎύ 

άLŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ 

ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ 

φ H­z  #X³³J  

¢ƘŜ tƻǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ {ǳƛǘŜ ŀǘ Iƻƭπ

Ƴŀƴ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ ƻƴ му Wǳƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ bƛƎƘǘ ōŀƭƭ 

ƎŀƳŜΦ  DŀƳŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŀǘ муллΦ  DŀǘŜ 

ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀǘ мтллΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǳƛǘŜ плл ƘƻƭŘǎ 

нл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻπ

ǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƛǘŜ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  

¸ƻǳ ǝŎƪŜǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ŀ ǘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘΦ 

¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊ ƻŦ ±C² tƻǎǘ пуоΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ŀ ǝŎƪŜǘΦ  ¢ƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳƛǘŜΣ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ 

ŬǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ōŀǎƛǎΦ hƴŎŜ нл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ {ǳƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ  

!ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜŀǝƴƎ ǝŎƪŜǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 

ǘƻ tƻǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ tƻǎǘ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀπ

Ǌȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

(ÏÌÍÁÎ 3ÔÁÄÉÕÍ .ÁÓÈÕÁ 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnashuavfwpost483veteransofforeignwarsoftheus.my.webex.com%2Fnashuavfwpost483veteransofforeignwarsoftheus.my%2Fj.php%3FMTID%3Dm3afbf20fbf2064fdf51f066a178a9ca9&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3XogXW8ePKSkmNd6Q


 мо 
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!ǎ ƻŦ у WǳƴŜ нлнсΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ tƻǎǘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊƳŀǎǘŜǊΦ  L 

ŀƳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƊŜǊ у ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΦ  !ǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƴƻǿ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƭƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻƳŜΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ .ŜƴŜŬǘǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ όŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ tƻǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ hŶŎŜǊύ ŀƴŘ WǳŘƎŜ 

!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΦ  L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ  {ŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±C²Σ 

ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ  LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ нрлǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊπ

ǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  /ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ ŀǘ лфлл ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ нрлǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ 
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The Battle of Waterloo was fought on Sunday 18 June 1815, near Waterloo (then in the United 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, now in Belgium), marking the end of the Napoleonic Wars. 
The French Imperial Army under the command of Napoleon I was defeated by two armies of 
the Seventh Coalition. One was a British-led force with units from the United Kingdom, 
the Netherlands, Hanover, Brunswick, and Nassau, under the command of field marshal Arthur 
Wellesley, Duke of Wellington. The other comprised three corps of the Prussian army under 
Field Marshal Bl¿cher. The battle was known contemporaneously as the Battle of Mont Saint-
Jean in France (after the hamlet of Mont-Saint-Jean) and La Belle Alliance in Prussia ("the 
Beautiful Alliance"; after the inn of La Belle Alliance).

[18]
 

Upon Napoleon's return to power in March 1815, the beginning of the Hundred Days, many 
states that had previously opposed him formed the Seventh Coalition to oppose him again, and 
hurriedly mobilised their armies. Wellington's and Bl¿cher's armies were cantoned close to the 
northeastern border of France. Napoleon planned to attack them separately, before they could 
link up and invade France with other members of the coalition. On 16 June, Napoleon success-
fully attacked the bulk of the Prussian Army at the Battle of Ligny with his main force, while a 
small portion of the French Imperial Army contested the Battle of Quatre Bras to prevent the An-
glo-allied army from reinforcing the Prussians. The Anglo-allied army held their ground at Quatre 
Bras but were prevented from reinforcing the Prussians, and on the 17th, the Prussians with-
drew from Ligny in good order, while Wellington then withdrew in parallel with the Prussians 
northward to Waterloo on 17 June. Napoleon sent a third of his forces to pursue the Prussians, 
which resulted in the separate Battle of Wavre with the Prussian rear-guard on 18ï19 June and 
prevented that French force from participating at Waterloo. 

Upon learning that the Prussian Army was able to support him, Wellington decided to offer battle 
on the Mont-Saint-Jean

[19]
 escarpment across the Brussels Road, near the village of Waterloo. 

Here he withstood repeated attacks by the French throughout the afternoon of 18 June,
[20]

 and 
was eventually aided by the progressively arriving 50,000 Prussians who attacked the French 
flank and inflicted heavy casualties. In the evening, Napoleon assaulted the Anglo-allied line with 
his last reserves, the senior infantry battalions of the Imperial Guard. With the Prussians break-
ing through on the French right flank, the Anglo-allied army repulsed the Imperial Guard, and the 
French army was routed. 

Waterloo was the decisive engagement of the Waterloo campaign and Napoleon's last. It was 
the second-bloodiest single day battle of the Napoleonic Wars, after Borodino. According to Wel-
lington, the battle was "the nearest-run thing you ever saw in your life".

[21]
 Napoleon abdicat-

ed four days later, and coalition forces entered Paris on 7 July. The defeat at Waterloo marked 
the end of Napoleon's Hundred Days return from exile. It precipitated Napoleon's second and 
definitive abdication as Emperor of the French, and ended the First French Empire. It set a his-
torical milestone between serial European wars and decades of relative peace, often referred to 
as the Pax Britannica. In popular culture, the phrase "meeting one's Waterloo" has become an 
expression for experiencing a catastrophic reversal or undoing.

[22][23]
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Funnies  
Beetle Bailey by Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker 

Blondie by Dean Young 

https://www.arcamax.com/thefunnies/beetlebailey/biography
https://www.arcamax.com/thefunnies/blondie/biography
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CƭȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƅȅŜǊ ƻǊ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 
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Dear VFW leaders, 
  
On July 4, 2026, our nation will commemorate and celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. The journey toward this historic milestone is an opportunity to pause and reflect on our nationôs past, while hon-
oring and celebrating the contributions of Americaôs veterans that got us here.  
  
As a programming partner of America250, over the next several months VFW members will lead the way in mobilizing to 
actively participate in America250 initiatives across the nation, and around the world. 
  

Weôve designed a toolkit to help you promote your support of this special occasion. From sample social media posts 
and imagery to fillable flyers where you can input a custom message or advertise your local event, please use these assets to 
show your patriotism now through July and help us celebrate Americaôs 250th birthday.  
  
VFWôs message focuses on ñCelebrating America. Celebrating Veteransò while highlighting America250ôs core initiatives -
 spotlighting and encouraging community service and volunteerism, amplifying patriotism and sharing our American Story. 
  

Whether itôs reporting your community service hours to America Gives, hosting an Independence Day Block Party or 
sharing your service story to showcase the important role our servicemen and women in Americaôs history, letôs show that 
VFW members are leading the way for this historic occasion. 
  

Marketing Communications 
VFW National Headquarters 
406 W. 34th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64111 
816.756.3390 

CǊƻƳ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ 

https://america250.org/
https://vfw.sharefile.com/public/share/web-sfaa0713148b9434096f9ba518f28d672
https://america250.org/america-gives/
https://america250.org/americas-block-party/
https://america250.org/our-american-story/
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IŜƭǇŦǳƭ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ϧ !ŎŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ό5C!{ύ 

 мΦ aȅ tŀȅ улл-онм-млул IƻǳǊǎ нпκт 

 нΦ ŘŦŀǎΦƳƛƭκǊŜǝǊŜŘƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅκ 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ улл-сфу-нпмм IƻǳǊǎ нпκт 

 мΦ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ŜƴŜŬǘǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ утт-ннн-уоут IƻǳǊǎ aƻƴ-CǊƛ уΥлл !a ǘƻ т ta 9{¢ 

 нΦ DL .ƛƭƭ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ утт-пнп-пррм IƻǳǊǎ нпκт 

 оΦ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ŀƭƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ утт-пнп-оуоу IƻǳǊǎ нпκт 

 пΦ aȅ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ±Ŝǘ IŜƭǇ 5Ŝǎƪ утт-онт-ллнс IƻǳǊǎ aƻƴ-CǊƛ уΥлл !a ǘƻ уΥлл 

 ta 9{¢ 

 рΦ ±! aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ сло-снп-посс IƻǳǊǎ уΥлл !a ǘƻ пΥол ta 

 9{¢ aƻƴ-{ǳƴ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ тму {ƳȅǘƘ wƻŀŘΣ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ bI ломлп 

 сΦ ±! .ƻǎǘƻƴ смт-нон-фрлл IƻǳǊǎ aƻƴ-CǊƛ уΥлл !a ǘƻ рΥол ta 9{¢ 

  !Φ WŀƳŀƛŎŀ tƭŀƛƴǎ 

  .Φ ²Ŝǎǘ wƻȄōǳǊȅ 

  /Φ .ǊƻŎƪǘƻƴ 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘ .ǊǳŎŜ aƻǊŀƴ сло-пср-млпл ōǊǳŎŜΦƳƻǊŀƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

ǿǿǿΦǾŜǘŎƻǳƴǘΦƻǊƎ 

 

DǊŜŀǘŜǊ bŀǎƘǳŀ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ  WƻƘƴ [ŀƭƭȅƧϪƎƴƳƘŎΦƻǊƎ  сло-ууфсмпт 9Ȅǘорун ƻǊ 

сло-ууо-мрсу  ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿǿǿΦƎƴƳƘΦƻǊƎ 

YŜǾƛƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ƻōǊƛŜƴƪϪƎƴƳƘŎΦƻǊƎ  сло-ууф-смпт 9Ȅǘ орно ƻǊ сло-ууо-мрсу  ²Ŝōπ

ǎƛǘŜ ǿǿǿΦƎƴƳƘΦƻǊƎ 

±C² {ǘŀǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ hŶŎŜǊ  WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǊŜǧ сло-ннн-ртул  ƧƻƘƴΦōŀǊǊŜǧмϪǾŀΦƎƻǾ 
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Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ нлнс-нлнт tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜǊǎ 

3×ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÏǣÃÅÒÓȢ  #ÄÒȡ #ÌÁÙÔÏÎ 0ÒÏǟÅÒȠ 3ÒȢ 6ÉÃÅȡ 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒ $É4ÕÌÌÉÏȠ *ÒȢ 6ÉÃÅȡ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ "ÒÁÌÅÙ 

2ÅÍÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏǣÃÅÒÓȟ *ÒȢ 6ÉÃÅȡ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ "ÒÁÌÅÙȠ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎȡ (ÅÒÂÅÒÔ 4Ï×ÎÓÅÎÄȠ 

!ÄÊȾ1-Ƞ -ÁÒÃ 0ÌÁÎÔÅȠ *ÕÄÇÅ !ÄÖȡ ,Å×ÉÓ #ÈÉÐÏÌÁȠ ΩÙÒ 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅȡ *ÏÈÎ 9ÏÒË 

#ÄÒȡ #ÌÁÙÔÏÎ 0ÒÏǟÅÒȠ 3ÒȢ 6ÉÃÅȡ #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒ $É4ÕÌÌÉÏȠ *ÒȢ 6ÉÃÅȡ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ "ÒÁÌÅÙȠ !ÄÊȾ1-ȡ 

-ÁÒÃ 0ÌÁÎÔÅȠ *ÕÄÇÅ !ÄÖȾ"ÅÎȾ!ÄÖȢȡ ,Å×ÉÓ #ÈÉÐÏÌÁȠ Ω9Ò 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅȡ *ÏÈÎ 9ÏÒË 

0ÁÓÔ 3ÔÁÔÅ #ÄÒȢ +ÅÖÉÎ -Ã+ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ΨΦΨά-

ΨΦΨέ 0ÏÓÔ ΪήΩ )ÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÏǣÃÅÒÓȢ 


