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Comrades,

It"s hard to believe that we are entering December its crazy how fast this year went by.
This year has been full of ups and downs, but we managed to get through it by sticking together.
| want to take a minute and recognize Lew Chipola for his dedication not only to this Post but to
the VW and to his community. A lot of the work he does behind the scenes doesn't get
recognized enough. So, thank you Lew for everything you do every day. Without you the Post
wiould not be as functional as it is.

There are several events in December that | want to mention;

On December 3 at 09:00 hours we will be honoring Pearl Harbor Day at the Main Street bridge.
As always there will be coffee and donuts starting around 0800 hours at the Post. All are invited.
On December 16 at 12:00 hours, American ILgion James Coffee Post 3 Will be hosting their
annual Christmas party and members of the VFW and DAV are invited. This is a 21+ event there
will be an ugly sweater contest as well as games and prizes. Hope to see you therel

Our next post meeting will be December 19 as the 26™ being the day after Christmas would not
be feasible.

| wish everyone a happy healthy and safe holiday season.
Youwrs in comradeship,

Chris DiTullio
Commander

MNashua VFW Post 483
47B-98T-B009
Cditullio007 @yahoo.com



State Commander’s Message

Greeting & Salutations from Commander Denis Querrard

‘A date which will live in infamy’ - December 7~ 1941
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

| hope everyone has enjoyed their Thanksgiving with family and friends and as we start the
holiday season and head into Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and the New Year, let us be
thankful for those same friends and family who support us in so many ways.

As we close out 2023 and head into 2024, | would like to thank the New Hampshire VFW
membership and its Auxiliary for all the hard work they put into our posts, community activi-
ties, and taking care of our Veterans. Please report what you do, put it on Facebook, take
pictures, and let everyone see how awesome our posts are!!

Start planning for the third annual VFW Day of Service on May 4" 2024 as part of the VFW’s
#StillServing campaign; lets unite veterans across America showing the nation the impact
veterans make in their communities! Sign up here - https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/

As we close out the year, please make your donations sooner than later... annual budgets
for 2024 are determined by the donations received in 2023. Please donate or set up a fund-
raiser for the Commanders and Presidents Project assisting Homeless Veterans at Liberty
House in Manchester; if you organize a fundraiser please reach out and let me know, if pos-
sible, | will be there!

Congratulations to Charlestown Memorial Post 8497 for reaching 103.03% and Brown Knight
Memorial Post 8268, Bennington, for reaching 100%! They were both in the running for the
drawing of $500 and Brown Knight Memorial Post 8268 Won, Congratulations!!

| would love to see Posts from District 6 get to 100% by the New Year and everybody reach
102% by February 2024! Hampstead Post 11254 & Hollis Post 11373 need less than 10 mem-
bers to reach 100%. Please go through your list of expired members and reach out, this is a
good time of year to do a buddy check and see how these expired members are doing and
see if they need assistance. VFW membership goal of 102% is still on the forefront. Please
let the Department know if you have any recruiting events planned.

Get your message out there and report what you do!!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Safe travels while enjoying your family and friends,
Best Wishes, from my house to yours!


https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/

STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“Challenging the Needs of Our Veterans”

Wow! Here it is December already, | hope everyone had a great Thanksgiv-
ing with family and friends. Now onto more holiday festivities and celebra-
tions.

| made a visit to N. Haverhill and Franklin in November. Great meetings and
many items covered by both auxiliaries. Continue the great work you do.
Also, thank you to Franklin for the donation that you presented at your
meeting for my special project and also from the member that made a per-
sonal donation as well.

| look forward to visiting some more auxiliaries in December as well. | will
be in touch with the president’s of the Auxiliaries | would like to visit.

| would like to wish all a continued Happy Holiday season with family and
friends. Please take a moment to remember all our soldiers, sailors, airman
and their families that are not together this holiday season.

As we continue to working together, we will continue to help our veterans,
sisters and brothers of this great organization.

Thanks,
Kim Copson
President
Dept. of NH
2023-2024



DISTRICT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Comrades,

| attended the Council of Administration meeting in Kingston and | want to congratulate the
posts that made All- American and All- State. Also, | picked up tickets for the 30 guns in 30
day raffle for the Department of New Hampshire. | distributed 25 tickets to each post and |
have some left over if needed. If any posts have any leftover to sell, let me know. Please send
ticket stubs and money to State Quartermaster, Chris Peirce.

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your families and | hope you have a very Merry
Christmas. Let me know of any Christmas parties and I'll try to attend. The next Council of Ad-
ministration meeting has been posted in the State Commander's general orders as well as the
Voice of Democracy, Patriot's Pen and teacher's award banquet. | hope to see you all there.
Thank you to Nashua, Pelham, Hollis, Hampstead and Derry who submitted entries. Nashua
and Pelham stole the show this year with submissions to the Department. Hopefully, the Dis-
trict will have a Department and National winner. Thank you Tracy Kelley for helping me with
the District judging.

Yours in Comradeship,
District Commander
Isaac Miller




DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy December!
This past month | had the opportunity to visit Pelham. Thank you for making me fesl welcome. You had a great
meeting!
Can you believe the program year is half owver!! We are now in full swing of the holiday season. This can be a
difficult time of year for veterans and youwr members chedk in on them so they know how mech you care.  Best
Wishes and Happy Holidays to you and your family!
Dates to Remember
®*  The next C of A will be held January 20 2024 at SNHU 10am . The Scholastc banguet will also be at SNHLU
beginning at 2pm. More information to come.
®  MNext District meeting will be held in Dermy Suvnday lanuary 28th 2024 530 am. | can't wait to see
everyone!

December Reminders

December 1, 2023 - Civil Air Patrol (USAF Auxiliary) Birthday
December 7, 2023 - Pearl Harbor Day

December 13, 2023 - National Guard Birthday

December 16, 2023 - National Wreaths Across America
December 20, 2023 - Space Force Birthday

District Inspections:
Due to scheduling conflicts some visits have changed. Please see below for new dates
TBD - Memmack January Sth- Mashua

District & Meetings 2023-2024

Dermy 1617 Swndaylanuarny 28th 2024 9:30 am
Mermmrimack 8641 Sunday April 14th 2024 9:30 am * Encampment

Membership- District 6 is at 76.67%
®  Reminder if members are not paid by 12/31/2023 they are no longer
active.
=  New Incentive- For each Auxiliarny who comverts or enrolls 10 Life
members will be put in a drRwing for 5500

School of Instruction-
We have already completed a few schools of instruction on National Programs, Red Flags Auxiliary (Healthy Auwsiliary), MALTA,
Oinline Academy, Mational Programs, Organizational Knowledge. | hope you have found them helpful. Our next school of
instruction will be on DelegatesfAlternates. Please let me know if there is any other suggestion you have for school of
instruction.

“Challenging the Needs of Owr Veterans™ and “Banding Together for Our Veterans™

Trish 5t. German District & President 603-540-8203 trishwfw@gmail.com



STATE LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

&

CERTIFIED NATIONAL RECRUITER

2023-12 Dept. NH VFW National Legislative Committee Member, VAVS VAMC Manchester

VFW Representative, Certified National Recruiter, Homeless Chair
Rev 11-21-23

Our Dept. NH VFW Auxiliary Hospital Charman Madeline Dreusicke has drafted me to be her des-
ignated driver till she heals enough to drive herself around, so she keeps me busy. One of my
many driving assignments was on Monday before Thanksgiving, we delivered 78 Thanksgiving
Dinner Baskets that you VFW and Auxiliary folks donated the money for to purchase, to the
Sulivan Towers in Manchester where the VASH program is located. There the eight case workers
each got their specific number of bags loaded in their cars and they were off distributing your VFW
Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets to the families they serve. It took a lot of coordination between the
VFW communities to advertise the program, donate the money, purchase the specific items, and
then pack the individual bags for each family. Then some “friends of the VFW “ donated a compa-
ny cargo van and driver to help us deliver the bags from our Pelham VFW post to the Manchester
VA.

Recently, an elderly local couple had a car that they wanted to donate to a veteran, and because
the VFW is very prominent in the area, they called the Pelham VFW. That hasn’t happened in a
long time, people are not donating cars as often as they used to. As it happens, | just signed up a
young female VFW member that has the usual amount of mental and physical baggage combat
veterans have to drag around, and she needed a car so she could get back on her feet. Problem
solved. She has a car; the donors have a tax write off and are very happy that their car went to a
local veteran. Normally | contact the VA when | get a vehicle, they have a list of veterans that need
donated cars. PLEASE, if you know someone that has a serviceable vehicle that they want to do-
nate to a veteran, contact me ASAP.

The holiday season brings additional stress to a lot of veterans that have family issues, health is-
sues, money problems, or just about anything that people normally just shrug off. Please, if you
have buddies that suddenly act differently, take the time to be a real friend and help them get over
these stressful times. All it takes is to pay them a visit or give them a call. Keep your opinions to
yourself, and keep your eyes and ears open to listen to their perception of the world they live in. A
smile, a hug, and knowing that someone cares go a long way.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to you all!

Jorg Dreusicke

VAVS VAMC Manchester VFW Representative
National Legislative Committee Representative_
Certified National Recruiter

Homeless Chair

jdreusicke@aol.com

603-553-0395




POST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NO ARTICLE SUBMITTED



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Greetings from the Chaplain’s desk:

Deceased comrades:

Condolences and sympathies were sent out to the family of
Barney Barbera on his passing. He was past Commander
and Financial officer of American Legion Post 3. He was a
staunch Supporter of all veterans and worked tirelessly on
benefits and programs that affected them. He will be
missed.

Hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving, and family
get together. Hope everyone continues to enjoy this Holi-
day season as we celebrate with family and friends and
remember to look out for each other.

Wishing everyone a safe and festive Holiday season.
Yours in Comradeship

Herbert CT Townsend
Chaplain Post 483

HOUSE COMMITTEE

Chairman: Herbert “C.T.” Townsend
603-345-5033

Members:

Chris DiTullio Commander
908-987-8009

Lewis Chipola-Quartermaster
603-521-7708

Scott Gagnon

781-983-2876

Steve Ordway

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE
Council of Administration Meetings

19 August 2023: Littleton Post 816 1000
28 October 2023 Kingston 1300
20 January 2024: TBA 1300

13 April 2024: Mountain View Grand Re-
sort 1000

DISTRICT 6 MEETING SCHEDULE
12 August 2023: Derry 1000

21 October 2023: Hudson 1000
13 January 2024: Merrimack 1000
30 March 2024: Pelham 1000
District 6 Auxiliary Schedule

27 August 2023: Nashua 0930

5 November 2023: Pelham 0930
28 January 2024: Derry 0930

14 April 2024: Merrimack 0930

All District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and
scheduled for 1000 unless otherwise noted, dress
is blues and grays unless otherwise notified. Aux-
iliary meeting shown in GOLD.
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MEMBERSHIP

_
5

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
R Prior
Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total Prior Year Percent Div City State N/RLM Retention
S Annual
NASH
6 123 4 0 38 165 204 |80.88% 3 UA NH 0 72 | 66.67%

2023-2024 GOAL 102%

RENEW EARLY (IT DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR EXPIRATION DATE)

DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP MEETING
. -
REMINDER
LOCATION POST # % RETENTION
NASHUA 483 80.88% 66.67%
25 July 2023
DERRY 1617 87.28% 77.42%
HUDSON 5791 89.63% |  55.32% 22 August 2023
SALEM 8546 75.00% 36.59% 26 September 2023
MERRIMACK 8641 90.70% 55.32% 24 October 2023
PELHAM 10722 82.50% 40.54%
28 November 2023
HAMPSTEAD 11254 78.95% 20.00%
HOLLIS 11373 87.23% 45.45% 19 December 2023
TOTALS 84.60% 49.66% 23 January 2024

27 February 2024
26 March 2024
23 April 2024

28 May 2024

25 June 2024
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FUN PAGE

JOKE OF THE MONTH

A man’s bragging about his promotion to vice president got so out of hand even his wife
was annoyed. “Look, being a vice president isn’t that special,” she said. “They even have
a vice president of peas at the supermarket!” Not believing her for one second, the man
called the supermarket and demanded, “Get me the vice president of peas!” The clerk
replied, “Fresh, canned, or frozen?”

QUOTE OF THE MONTH DID YOU KNOW
Believe you can and you’re halfway there. Theo- the average soccer ball is made up
dore Roosevelt of 32 leather panels and held to-
gether by 642 stitches
MIND TWISTER

A lift is on the ground floor. There are four people in the lift including me.

When the lift reaches first, floor, one person gets out and three people get in.

The lift goes up to the second floor, 2 people get out 6 people get in.

It then goes up to the next floor up, no-one gets out but 12 people get in. Halfway up to

the next floor up the lift cable snaps, it crashes to the floor. Everyone else dies in the lift.
How did I survive?
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Veteran Information
> ——— i <

VFW Participates in Veterans Day Events: VFW National Commander Duane Sar-
miento took part in activities in the Washington, D.C., area on Veterans Day,
Nov. 11., beginning with a visit to the White House. From there Sarmiento
headed to Arlington National Cemetery where he and VFW Auxiliary Presi-
dent Carla Martinez laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The
VFW then hosted a reception at the Women in Military Service for America
Memorial, while VFW Washington Office staff laid a wreath at the Vietham
Veterans Memorial during an afternoon ceremony.

House Subcommittee Hearing on Pending Legislation: VFW National Legislative As-
sociate Director Quandrea Patterson testified before the House Veterans’ Af-
fairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs regarding
pending legislation related to fiduciary fraud and VA Board of Appeals pro-
cesses. She conveyed the VFW's support to restore benefits to veterans and
their families when they fall victim to abuse or fraud by fiduciaries. She also
spoke about a bill to establish presumptions of service connection for dis-
eases associated with firefighting. Patterson said, “This would prevent PFAS
from becoming another situation like Blue Water Navy or Camp Lejeune in
which veterans became sick and died waiting decades for their conditions to
be properly recognized and appropriately treated.” She stated VFW’s support
for a bill that limits the authority of VA to deny the claim of a veteran for ben-
efits on the sole basis of failure to appear for a medical examination, com-
menting that “restarting a claim for this reason is unnecessary and veterans
would benefit from a process that does not place so much power in a missed
appointment.”

Don’t Feed the Sharks: The VFW has issued a Claim Shark factsheet for you to
share with fellow veterans and social media communities. A Claim Shark is
an individual or company that charges hefty fees to “assist” or “consulit”
veterans with filing their VA benefit claims. This practice is illegal! Like the
VFW said last year during testimony before Congress, “In our opinion, any
group that fails to adhere to VA’s well-established standards of accreditation
and fee arrangements should be met at the door by Capitol Police, not of-
fered a seat at the same table as hard-working, VA-accredited advocates who
are held to professional and ethical standards designed to protect veter-
ans.”



December 2023
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Sun Mon Tue Wed
3 4 5 6
Pearl Harbor Cere-
mony 0900
White River Christ-
mas Party
10 11 12 13
NH Vet. Home
Christmas Party
17 18 19 20
Manchester VA Post Meeting 1900
Christmas Party
24 25 26 27
Christmas Day

31
New Years Eve

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER

I got out on the second floor!

Thu

7
Pearl Harbor Day

14

Winter Fest at the
Elm Street School
1730

21

28

Fri

1

Auxiliary Meeting
1300

Pelham Theme
Dinner 1730

8
Veterans Coffee Talk
0930

15

22

29

16

23

30
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POST NEWS

IF YOU USE FACEBOOK

GO TO

VFW POST 483 Nashua
Thank you goes out to all the mem-

bers that supported our Poppy
Drive on 3-5 November. It was a
very successful drive to support our
Post Relief Fund. It would not have
been so successful if the members
did not do two shifts apiece, and
one member doing three shifts. In
the future we will need more mem-
bers to step up to cover our loca-
tions without those who do having
; to work more than one shift. With-
A out the Relief Fund we could not

Dick Mohrmann, 98 yr old WWII veteranwith . .
help veterans in need of assistance.

Commander DiTullio accepting a donation.

Jr. Vice, Marc Plante receiving a donation.

Frank Wallent and Steve Ordway with little girl

making a donation.

Meeting date for December is changed to
Tuesday, 18 December 2023, at 1900, due
to our regular date is the day after Christ-

See page 22-23 for more pictures

mas.
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QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER =

Meeting date for December is changed to
Tuesday, 18 December 2023, at 1900, due
to our regular date is the day after Christ-
mas.

We will have a table at the EIm Street

See page 27 for Camp Resilience’s 2024 schools “Winter Fest” on 14 Decem-

schedule. ber, at 1730. Again, participatingina

community event. Commander Di-

Tullio and | will be there. Anyone
who would like to stop by please feel
free to do so.

Two new days of observance have

been added to next years events. They
are: 4th of July, at City Hall, where the
preamble of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence will be read and a Betsy
Ross 13 Star Flag will be raised. The
second is 9/11, at the Fire and Rescue
Headquarters on E. Hollis St. at the
9/11 Memorial. The President’s ad-
dress to the Nation on 9/11/2001 will
be read, with Firing detail and Taps.
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BATTLE OF THE MONTH

Attack on Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor™3! was a surprise military strike by the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service upon
the United States against the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii, just before 8:00 a.m. (local
time) on Sunday, December 7, 1941. The United States was a neutral country at the time; the attack led to its for-
mal entry into World War |l on the side of the Allies the next day. The Japanese military leadership referred to the
attack as the Hawaii Operation and Operation Al ">% and as Operation Z during its planning 2314

The attack was preceded by months of negotiations between the U.S. and Japan over the future of the Pacific.
Japanese demands included that the U.S. end its sanctions against Japan, cease aiding China in the Second Sino
-Japanese war, and allow Japan to access the resources of the Dutch East Indies. Anticipating a negative re-
sponse from the US, Japan sent out its naval attack groups in November 1941 just prior to receiving the Hull
note—the U.S. demand that Japan withdraw from China and French Indochina. Japan intended the attack as

a preventive action. Its aim was to prevent the United States Pacific Fleet from interfering with its planned military
actions in Southeast Asia against overseas territories of the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and those of the
United States. Over the course of seven hours there were coordinated Japanese attacks on the U.S.-

held Philippines, Guam, and Wake Island and on the British Empire in Malaya, Singapore, and Hong Kong.”—sl

The attack commenced at 7:48 a.m. Hawaiian Time (6:18 p.m. GMT)."2%! The base was attacked by 353 Imperial
Japanese aircraft (including fighters, level and dive bombers, and torpedo bombers) in two waves, launched from
six aircraft carriers."® Of the eight U.S. Navy battleships present, all were damaged, with four sunk. Al

but USS Arizona were later raised, and six were returned to service and went on to fight in the war. The Japanese
also sank or damaged three cruisers, three destroyers, an anti-aircraft training ship,”>?! and one minelayer. More
than 180 US aircraft were destroyed.[@] A total of 2,403 Americans were killed and 1,178 others were wounded,
making it the deadliest event ever recorded in Hawaii.™® Important base installations such as the power sta-

tion, dry dock, shipyard, maintenance, and fuel and torpedo storage facilities, as well as the submarine piers and
headquarters building (also home of the intelligence section) were not attacked. Japanese losses were light: 29
aircraft and five midget submarines lost, and 64 servicemen killed.!®' v#""¢?"b°% K570 Sakamaki, the command-
ing officer of one of the submarines, was captured.

Japan announced declarations of war on the United States and the British Empire later that day (December 8 in
Tokyo), but the declarations were not delivered until the following day. The British government declared war on
Japan immediately after learning that their territory had also been attacked, while the following day (December 8)
the United States Congress declared war on Japan. On December 11, though they had no formal obligation to do
so under the Tripartite Pact with Japan, Germany and ltaly each declared war on the U.S., which responded with
a declaration of war against Germany and ltaly. There were numerous historical precedents for the unannounced
military action by Japan, but the lack of any formal warning (required by part lll of the Hague Convention of 1907),

particularly while negotiations were still apparently ongoing, led President Franklin D. Roosevelt to proclaim De-
cember 7, 1941, "a date which will live in infamy".
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_declaration_of_war_against_the_United_States_(1941)
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with mayo

Prepare, as avocados
for guacamole
Impulsive speed
Uncommon

__ gobi: vegetarian curry
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Grouch on TV
Off-Broadway award
Prefix with second or bot
Beach shoe

Present surroundings?
Taco topping

Lav

Faux __

Scifi aviators

Audio cassette
successor

Common __

Little bit

Jeans option

Away from shore
Nose-in-the-air type

44
needs?

48 Fuss

One with pressing

51 Horn-heavy genre

52

Communication syst. in
which an ILY gesture
means "l love you"
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1 Crunchy sandwiches
with mayo
5 Prepare, as avocados
for guacamole

9 Impulsive speed
14 Uncommon
15 __ gobi: vegetarian curry
dish
Grouch on TV
Off-Broadway award
Prefix with second or bot
Beach shoe
Present surroundings?
Taco topping
Lav
Faux __
Scifi aviators
Audio cassette
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Little bit
Jeans option
Away from shore
Nose-inrthe-air type
One with pressing
needs?

16
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Horn-heavy genre
Communication syst. in
which an ILY gesture
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Rubber-__ shoes
Shredded, or an apt
description of 20-, 29-,
36-, and 44-Across
Slacks alternative
Sweetheart

Ductwork sealer
Frenemy, maybe

Start of a German
count?

Decorates, as cookies
"Hello" Grammy winner
Film scene shot without
interruption

Amazon icon
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short?
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Hullabaloo

Communal Asian meal
with simmering broth
Tennis legend Arthur
Desert stinger

Beach tone

Unit of energy
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Indiana cager
NYC rep since 2018
Italian wine region
Bamboozie

Four quarters

Bks. in progress
"Special Topics in
Calamity Physics"
novelist Marisha
Food plan

Airbnb visit, say
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Finger-paints, perhaps
Doesn't seem to be hurt
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Cut off

Mama deer
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Team with four Women's
World Cup titles

"Yeah, right!”
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More meaningful
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Eye-related
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A Skywalker twin
Hard pull
Subterfuge

Mme., in Madrid
Minor character?
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Flyers and posters for your posts events are posted in
this section of the newsletter. If you want to advertise
your events, please send your flyer or poster via email
to the editor to have it posted in this newsletter.
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Adam Vanderbos receiving a donation.

Frank Wallent receiving a donation with another
lady waiting to donate.

o, | PR O ~3 'y

Frank Wallent, Steve Ordway and Commander
Chris DiTullio at Barney Barbera’s Wake

;hsf?91 VFW Post 483

veterans Day 't’(r:f‘a'
< M

Bud

\

Dick Mohrmann at Barney Barbera’s Wake
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Nashua VFW Post 483 Voice of Democracy and Teacher winners for 2023-
2034. They won at Post and District 6, now go on to State competition.

Voice of Democracy winner Thatcher Teacher winner Msgt Nick Ellis

Debowski

American Legion and VFW Post 483
members at Barney Barbera’s Wake
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BIRCH HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
VETERANS DAY CEREMONY

1/ Y S -
Principal Teeboom introduced each service member and veteran. Here, you see Nashua VFW Post
483 member, Dick Mohrmann (our 98-year-old World War Il veteran) waving to the children, and
they are all respectfully waving back!




¢

Booth at Nashua’s Winter Holiday Stroll. Commander DiTullio,

Nashua Winter Holiday Stroll

— |

Past Post Commander Anderson, Quartermaster Chipola and Jr.

Vice Plante.

Crowd with candles.

Some of the crowd forming in front of City Hall
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As you know, the VFW has been a vocal opponent of predatory claim shark companies who charge vet2>
erans illegal fees for sub-par VA benefit claims assistance. Make no mistake, the proliferation of these
illicit organizations is a threat not only to the VFW’s cornerstone Veterans Service program, but an even
greater threat to the VA benefits system as we know it. Over the last few months, we have ratcheted up
the pressure on these companies by passing legislation to crack down on their practices at the state
level and working to help veterans bring litigation against them. We have trained your service officers to
know how to handle claim sharks and continue to seek out veterans who need help getting out of these
predatory contracts.

The Claim Sharks felt the pressure from the VFW and this week launched their latest salvo, trying to
normalize and legitimize their financial exploitation of our nation’s disabled veterans —they even
named VSOs like the VFW as their “threats.” While we should be flattered that they recognize the threat
we pose, now is the time where we come together to decisively defeat this scourge. Like the VFW said
last year before Congress, “any group that fails to adhere to VA’s well-established standards of accred-
itation and fee arrangements should be greeted at the door by Capitol Police, not offered a seat at the
same table as VA-accredited representatives who are held to certain professional and ethical stand-
ards.”

Bottom line: Predatory claim shark companies are engaging in illegal activities. There is no gray area
here, no matter how much money they want to throw at it. Their latest collusion is a desperate attempt
to avoid accountability.

Your VFW has aggressively pursued this issue in all corners of government, solidifying the veterans’
community’s stance on this issue. You will see more from the VFW in the coming weeks, asking you to
take action with your Congressional representatives, your state legislatures, and your communities. In
the meantime, please read up on the facts and familiarize yourself with this issue, if you have not al-
ready. | have attached a branded VFW Fact Sheet on claim sharks for you to use and distribute widely
to veterans. Please feel free to post the dark version on your social media and print off the light version
for use in your community.

For more than a century, your VFW has been on the forefront of advocating for veterans and their
earned benefits. In the last year alone, more than 550,000 veterans received more than $13 billion in
benefits from VA through the diligence and professionalism of the VFW’s global network of VA-
accredited service officers. Not a penny of this $13 billion went to line the pockets of the VFW. It all
went to the veterans, as the law requires.

Comrades: This fight may get a little messy in the coming weeks, but we will uphold the principles of
our charter “to assist worthy comrades...and to assist their surviving spouses and orphans.” The VFW
will stop Claim Sharks and we are eager to serve alongside you in this fight.

Yours in Comradeship,

Duane Sarmiento
Commander-in-Chief



What is a “Claim Shark"?

= A Claim Shark is an individual or company that charges hefty fees to "assist” or "consult”
veterans with filing their VA benefit claims — this practice is illezal!
Claim Sharks are not VA accredited, meaning they aren't requi red to adhere to the
well-established professional and ethical standards of VA accreditation, so their advice can
often be misieadirv or even fraudulent.
Like 2 "Loan Shark,” once you're in, you can’t get out, and may be subject to new and
hidden fees whenever you get a new rating, no matter who does the work.

Some of their predatory practices are:

+ Promising or guarantesing an increased disability rating or percentage increase.

» Advertising expedited VA claims decisions.

+ Requesting login credentials to access a veteran's personal information through secure
VA websites like eBenefits or VA gov.

Using confusing tactics or ambiguous language to mislead claimants or coerce them into
signing a contract.

Telling veterans to forego VA exams and offering health consultations within their own
network of doctors.

Who are the Claim Sharks?
M. Trajector Medical M. Patriot Angels
M. Vet Benefits Guide M. Veteran Care Services
2. Veterans Guardian & VetComm
2. VA Claims Insider M. VA Claims Academy
M. Telemedica M. Ver Assist

Veterans can protect themselves by:
Always working with VA accredited representatives.
Attending all exams ordered by VA.
Mot signing contracts.
Not agreeing to fees or payments from future benefits.
Mot agreeing to pay for medical consultations or opinions.
Not praviding access to Protected Health Information or Personal ldentifiable Information.

Who is NOT a Claim Shark?

+ VA zceredited veterans service organization representatives, like the VFW
+ VA accredited claims agents

+ VA accredited attorneys

»  Attorneys assisting with Camp LeJeune lawsuits who do not charge m

excessive fees
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2024 ll?etreat I|

Jan 26 - 28:  Veteran Winter Retr s%
Feb 16 - 18: Veteran Coupm ’
Feb 16 - 18:  Veteran Winter Retreat

Feb 27 - Mar ). WFirst Responder Armor Up!
Mar 8 - 10:  Veteran Women _
Mar 22 - 24.  Veteran Resiliency & Wellness
Apr 12 - 1%:  Veteran Resiliency& Wellness
Apr 23 -26: W First Responder Armor Up!
May 14 -17: @ First Responder Retiree Armor Up!
Jun4-7- W First Responder Armor Up!

Jun 21 - 23:  Veteran Family

Jul 18 - 20: 72 Veteran Equine Assisted Learning
Avg 6 - 9: Veteran Caregiver

Aug 16 - 18: Veteran Family &@

Sept 12 - 15:  Veteran Couples s

Oct3-5 it Veteran Equine Assisted Learning
Oct 11 -13:  Veteran Couples

Oct15-18: @ First Responder Peer Support
Oct 28 - 31:  Veteran Women ‘
Nov 5 - 8:

For More Info?

DREED@ .
B CAMP-RESILIENCE.ORG & 22
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MOC Pup Tent #NH1

Randall Made Model 14 Attack Knife 0-1 Blade Micarta Handle

Retail Value $595
Model 14 - Attack

Wititary Sta'x

Only Two Hundred Tickets To Be Sold
L~ =~ 320/ Ticket

All proceeds used to
assist veterans in the

homes and the
hospitals

“Keep ‘em Smilin’ in Beds of White!”

Venmo payments to @Jorg-Dreusicke
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Veterans Benefit Dinner Public Welcome
All proceeds benefit veterans programs.

When: Friday December 1st, 2023
Doors open at 5:30pm,
Dinner served at 6pm.

Where:  VFW Post
6 Main St., Pelham, NH 03076

Admission: $8 per adult
Children are free.

Sweater
What: Italian dinner, salad and desserts! Contest!

Visit our website at https://pelhamnhvfw.com/
Sponsored by John H. Hargreaves Memorial Post 10722 and Auxiliary, Pelnam NH
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IF YOU'VE EARNED [ HESE

European-African- Vietnam Service Southwest Asia Afghanistan Air Force Expeditionary

Middle Eastern Medal Service Medal Campaign Medal Service Ribbon
Campaign Medal w/ Gold Border
BNEE B IFPERl I EEllEE

Asiatic-Pacific Korean Service Armed Forces Iraq Campaign Coast Guard
Campaign Medal Medal Expeditionary Medal Medal Combat Action Ribbon
American Defense Korean Defense Marine Corps Global War on Combat Action Ribbon

Service Medal Service Medal Expeditionary Medal Terrorism

Expeditionary Medal
American Army of Occupation /  Navy Expeditionary Kosovo Campaign Air Force

Campaign Medal Navy Occupation Medal Medal Combat Action

Service Medal Medal

P gy = P i, i 2
=1 === AR i P ==
Inherent Resolve :

Combat Infanfryman SSBN Deterrent

Campaign Medal Badge Combat Medical Badge Combat Action Badge Patrol Insignia

THEN YOU BELONG HERE

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
PLEASE CONTACT:
AT:

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

www.vfw.org

NO ONE DOES MORE FUR VETERANS.
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TRAMNSFER from Post # State toPost# 5160 Years O0d  §335.00 $3043
61-70 Vears O3d 529000 525636
RECRUITER — ICs 71-B0 Vears Odd 322500 32045
B1 Years & Ower $170.00 §15.45
QUARTERMASTER 2

Aafomutk Foymend Man Terms asd Cosditions: Yoo asthorize the WFW In milinie dectonic debil entrics or afecl 3 choege by 2y ofher oomamercially accepted practice |0 your accmanl s
fiarth showve for Use paymen] of does refleciod om this applicaSion. ¥oa enderstand ssch chargs smay e made within 1-3 bisines days of paymest dac dabe. For insiadmest paymesis, clorges will
bemadeon or around the |5l or S 150hday of B2 monih. This 2uoriabios will remgin in B fooe unsl ¥ FW o received notiScalion roe pou of B Sammingtion or upon osmpiztion of the
Ewhli=enl paymenis. Azsin] dees are sebjec] in change. By compieting fhis sthorbztion, yos ackmow! edge Sal wou will mby Tooeive sotice whan he prymaent would &8¥Ter by more than § 00,00
S e mosd recend payment. Call VIFW Cusiomer Benvice 2l §-800-93- 31 M) or write in V@ al WFR 0. Box 11900, Bareas City, MO, 84171 in isgeiee about or cancd 2 paymend, or o
probéeme sach 25 bank cineme, Tosl or soles aoonan| numherns, doesd aoomenis o snaaionmd anecions. Cascrllation seieests s be received 5o ler (San 1159 pom. Central Time
fiomm bessmpa iy prics o thie edhedadied papmenl date. [7yod e anawane of the charge dale Sor yoer sooound, pleass contac VEW B2 paymend & selursed by pour nscial iseillegon {aq., dus
fi EmsesRciens fands, inooenec] arnast mfrmalion, cinesd aoooand, 240 B WFW Wil contac pou b The sddness we have on (e for yos, cxplaining why the payment ooalid mol be procosesd, and
providing allernzs pryment opaioms. The privilege of making papmenls under This sgraemen] may be revnked by VW IFany ilem & ool pald apon prescnizlion. Fou =y have additional rights
il cosponsl bl undar The Elecironic Fumds Tramsfer Acl.
Life Menberdhip Ineiallmesd Fian Terms and Condilions: The VFW 1ile Membership instailmes] pios allows ary YFW memberfzpplcnt o punciase 3 Life Wembership by making 2= Inl-
] pavmesl of $45000 204 (1) mosiBly payssenis. The smember will be iseod an Annel membershep cad 2l the B=eof enso@ment. The sember may clecl fo naxive 2 mondhly stalesend by
=il or may sl i paysenl profle Lo make Lo monthly paymest asomaticlly usiag @ crediifdebit cnd or bank aocound. A prpoll zmount will be prinlted on cach monihéy treolce, 2llowing
The messher the option o pay in full. A permanenl Life Membenship cand will be lsseed spos Lhe completion of papmesis. The Life Membership (oo i delermized from e schedale axing Se
plcnl’s age on Decemider 31 of the year i=vwhich The spptication & ssbeilied

Delinguencies will be Bandied w follows: U in 30 days - conbines o bE, 31 b 13 days - delinguency omiba mamecied trodgh make sp paymesbie) or pias end dotz pashed forward,
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VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP [ MEMBER TRANSFER APPLICATION

RecruitedRecommendead by Recruiter Member |0
Auncliany Mo. Caty Siate Member 1D oraiready @ membern
Annual Membership Lifie Membership
Rejoin Membership Rejoined Prevsous Membsr ID No. Previours Auxiiary
Member at Large in Department of Member at Large - VFW Aurdiary Natonal Headguarters
THESE FIELDS REQUIRED
Mame Daie of Bath
Address Male Female
City State i o
Phione Email

POST-AFFILIATED ratvst be 3 mamber i the VRS Post afflatsd with e AuxBiany i which you 2 appiving.)

Relationship to Elgid= \leteran” VAW Membership (D

LIFE MEMBER TRANSFER  Previous Auxiliary

ANNUAL TRANSFER Presacus Auxilizry Paying Fonpaying

ANMNUAL TRANSFER CONVERTING TO LIFE # oot L Membershin informaton selow Previous Auxiliany
THESE FIELDS REQUIRED
NON-AFFILIATED (veteran is pof a member of the VFW Fos aifiltafed with the Suxiliary fo wiich yow are apoldng. )

Relationship i Elgibde \feteran” VPW Post jr sopticabe)
Mame of campaign ribbons or medals:
Dates of Sennce: fo Location:
Investigatng Committes Signabires
1X 2 X 3 X
Per Secbon 102 of the Mabonal Bylaws.  Rejected  Accepted  Meefing Date Obigated Date
LIFE MEMBERSHIP ONLY Check here if ths is a gift LIFE MEMBERSHIF ONLY EEEEHTP
Creok cards may MOT be used for inkial payment of Annual Dues. ACH Bank ,;
Cash Check ©  Visa MasterCand Discover AMEX Mame of Bank gﬁw
Life Membership F T
- & ETEL dmehy
Mame on credit card Bank Fouting No. axng for L
Billing address for cand Mﬁﬁ.—}
City State 7P Account No. a2 goe
25-30 5230
Credit Card No. 31-35 213
Attach voided check HERE. ot e
CWW Code Eaxp. Daie r 2y 41-45 F2M
: Requined, £5-57 5158
Slmﬂm K Diate 5i-55 F184
SE-5 §iT
OBLIGATION in e presence of Aimighty God and fthe members of fifs organization hewe assembled, | do of my own fre= wif and ;}iﬁ ::;.
acoovd, sol=maly promise dad | wdl never wrong or defnag’ this orpanizaton nor a membeyr fereal nor penmat egher do e sroaped K in my T1-75 F13z
power fo preverad K. | ndil pever proposs for membership 20y perscd oot eligibie. aocond ng io our Sylaws. | further Sale fhar | be¥eve M0 God TE-80 0=
{ will b faBnf f0 e Linifeg Stares of Amanca, obemient I B (WD and ioyal fo the Fag. Should my membershin mith ths orpantzaion B4-85 505
ceaz= v any way, [ will consider this obipaiion as binding cotsige of ite ovpanizatien a5 Moogh | had remained & memder | o 50 promise B5-00 55
{ afest at [ am a ciiren of e Linted Staies or g LS. National, and am at szt 16 years of ape. | further siae that | gelleve i Godl, §pledge o 31 ond ower 333

oomply wdy fhe Mationa! Sviaws of e Veferans of Foesipn ars off e Unded! Siafes Aundliary | aties! [ am nof eigitls br membership i e VA
{ Rrther afes! i e abowe [ e and oovred! fo S Desl O my Anowiede, Incheding my Saied ssiatonsso fo the Veferan,

Signars X {RILIST DE Sgna by S MEmDbars |



MILITARY ORDER OF THE COOTIE

MEMBEESHIP APPLICATION
New Cootle Reinstated Cootie
Cootie No. Recnuted By:

Pup Tant Marme, Momber and Location

Applicant’s Name (Pront):
Addreas: . 5 .
Strest Address City State Zip
Phomne: Email:
Notify in Emergency:
DORB: Bramch of Service: Rank (Highest):
Enlistment Date: Discharge Date:
Hat Size: Present Occupation:
Dues paid to December 31, 20 or VFW Life Member #
VEFW Post Wame and Number
Located in: , ,
City State Zip
Recommended and Verified (PRINTED) by
I certify that I am an active member of the VFW of the 175, Copptie Moo
and am desirons of becoming 8 member of the MOC — Coptie Ma:
“The Homor Degree of the FFI ™ Accepted into Pap Tent on Date:
1* Dregres accepted Date:
2= Dheprae accepted Diata:
Applicant’s Signatre 3™ Diegres received and tifle of Cootie bestowed
on this Date:
VEW CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY
; Located in
Post Name Post No. City, State and Zip
Thus 1s to certify that Comrade
Name of Applicant

Has been a member of the VEW for the preceding six (6) months, and that he has filfilled one of the
following quahfications as mdicated:

(1} Held the following Office in the Post:
OR

(2) Served on the following Post Committee:

Certified to by a majonty of the members present at a meeting of this Post held on (Date):
Attest:

Post Adjutant (PRINT) Post Commander (PRINT)

Post Adjutant (5iznature) Post Commander (Signanire)
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