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POST COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
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State Commander’s Message 

Greeting & Salutations from Commander Denis Querrard 

Happy 385th Birthday Army National Guard on December 13th! 
Happy 4th Birthday U.S. Space Force on December 20th! 

‘A date which will live in infamy’ – December 7th 1941 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

I hope everyone has enjoyed their Thanksgiving with family and friends and as we start the 
holiday season and head into Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and the New Year, let us be 
thankful for those same friends and family who support us in so many ways. 

As we close out 2023 and head into 2024, I would like to thank the New Hampshire VFW 
membership and its Auxiliary for all the hard work they put into our posts, community activi-
ties, and taking care of our Veterans.  Please report what you do, put it on Facebook, take 
pictures, and let everyone see how awesome our posts are!! 

Start planning for the third annual VFW Day of Service on May 4
th

 2024 as part of the VFW’s 

#StillServing campaign; lets unite veterans across America showing the nation the impact 

veterans make in their communities!  Sign up here - https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/ 

As we close out the year, please make your donations sooner than later… annual budgets 
for 2024 are determined by the donations received in 2023.  Please donate or set up a fund-
raiser for the Commanders and Presidents Project assisting Homeless Veterans at Liberty 
House in Manchester; if you organize a fundraiser please reach out and let me know, if pos-
sible, I will be there! 

Congratulations to Charlestown Memorial Post 8497 for reaching 103.03% and Brown Knight 
Memorial Post 8268, Bennington, for reaching 100%!  They were both in the running for the 
drawing of $500 and Brown Knight Memorial Post 8268 Won, Congratulations!! 

 
I would love to see Posts from District 6 get to 100% by the New Year and everybody reach 
102% by February 2024!  Hampstead Post 11254 & Hollis Post 11373 need less than 10 mem-
bers to reach 100%.  Please go through your list of expired members and reach out, this is a 
good time of year to do a buddy check and see how these expired members are doing and 
see if they need assistance.  VFW membership goal of 102% is still on the forefront.  Please 
let the Department know if you have any recruiting events planned. 

 
Get your message out there and report what you do!! 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Safe travels while enjoying your family and friends, 

Best Wishes, from my house to yours! 

 

https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/
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STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

“Challenging the Needs of Our Veterans” 

 

 Wow! Here it is December already, I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiv-
ing with family and friends. Now onto more holiday festivities and celebra-
tions.  

 

 I made a visit to N. Haverhill and Franklin in November. Great meetings and 
many items covered by both auxiliaries. Continue the great work you do. 
Also, thank you to Franklin for the donation that you presented at your 
meeting for my special project and also from the member that made a per-
sonal donation as well.  

 

 I look forward to visiting some more auxiliaries in December as well. I will 
be in touch with the president’s of the Auxiliaries I would like to visit. 

 

 I would like to wish all a continued Happy Holiday season with family and 
friends. Please take a moment to remember all our soldiers, sailors, airman 
and their families that are not together this holiday season.  

 

 As we continue to working together, we will continue to help our veterans, 
sisters and brothers of this great organization. 

 

Thanks,  

Kim Copson 

President 

Dept. of NH 

2023-2024 
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DISTRICT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Comrades,  
 
I attended the Council of Administration meeting in Kingston and I want to congratulate the 
posts that made All- American and All- State.  Also , I picked up tickets for the 30 guns in 30 
day raffle for the Department of New Hampshire. I distributed 25 tickets to each post and I 
have some left over if needed. If any posts have any leftover to sell, let me know. Please send 
ticket stubs and money to State Quartermaster,  Chris Peirce.  
 
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your families and I hope you have a very Merry 
Christmas. Let me know of any Christmas parties and I'll try to attend.  The next Council of Ad-
ministration meeting has been posted in the State Commander's general orders as well as the 
Voice of Democracy,  Patriot's Pen and teacher's award banquet. I hope to see you all there. 
Thank you to Nashua, Pelham, Hollis, Hampstead and Derry who submitted entries. Nashua 
and Pelham stole the show this year with submissions to the Department.  Hopefully, the Dis-
trict will have a Department and National winner. Thank you Tracy Kelley for helping me with 
the District judging.  
 
Yours in Comradeship,  
District Commander  
Isaac Miller   
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DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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STATE LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
& 

CERTIFIED NATIONAL RECRUITER 

2023-12 Dept. NH VFW National Legislative Committee Member, VAVS VAMC Manchester 
VFW Representative, Certified National Recruiter, Homeless Chair 
Rev 11-21-23 
 

Our Dept. NH VFW Auxiliary Hospital Charman Madeline Dreusicke has drafted me to be her des-
ignated driver till she heals enough to drive herself around, so she keeps me busy. One of my 
many driving assignments was on Monday before Thanksgiving, we delivered 78 Thanksgiving 
Dinner Baskets that you VFW and Auxiliary folks donated the money for to purchase, to the 
Sulivan Towers in Manchester where the VASH program is located. There the eight case workers 
each got their specific number of bags loaded in their cars and they were off distributing your VFW 
Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets to the families they serve. It took a lot of coordination between the 
VFW communities to advertise the program, donate the money, purchase the specific items, and 
then pack the individual bags for each family. Then some “friends of the VFW “ donated a compa-
ny cargo van and driver to help us deliver the bags from our Pelham VFW post to the Manchester 
VA.   
Recently, an elderly local couple had a car that they wanted to donate to a veteran, and because 
the VFW is very prominent in the area, they called the Pelham VFW. That hasn’t happened in a 
long time, people are not donating cars as often as they used to. As it happens, I just signed up a 
young female VFW member that has the usual amount of mental and physical baggage combat 
veterans have to drag around, and she needed a car so she could get back on her feet. Problem 
solved. She has a car; the donors have a tax write off and are very happy that their car went to a 
local veteran. Normally I contact the VA when I get a vehicle, they have a list of veterans that need 
donated cars. PLEASE, if you know someone that has a serviceable vehicle that they want to do-
nate to a veteran, contact me ASAP. 
The holiday season brings additional stress to a lot of veterans that have family issues, health is-
sues, money problems, or just about anything that people normally just shrug off. Please, if you 
have buddies that suddenly act differently, take the time to be a real friend and help them get over 
these stressful times. All it takes is to pay them a visit or give them a call. Keep your opinions to 
yourself, and keep your eyes and ears open to listen to their perception of the world they live in. A 
smile, a hug, and knowing that someone cares go a long way. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to you all!  
 
 
 

Jörg Dreusicke  
VAVS VAMC Manchester VFW Representative  
National Legislative Committee Representative  
Certified National Recruiter 

Homeless Chair  
jdreusicke@aol.com 

603-553-0395 
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POST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

NO ARTICLE SUBMITTED 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from the Chaplain’s desk: 
  
Deceased comrades: 
Condolences and sympathies were sent out to the family of 
Barney Barbera on his passing. He was past Commander 
and Financial officer of American Legion Post 3. He was a 
staunch Supporter of all veterans and worked tirelessly on 
benefits and programs that affected them. He will be 
missed. 
  
Hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving, and family 
get together. Hope everyone continues to enjoy this Holi-
day season as we celebrate with family and friends and 
remember to look out for each other.  
 
 Wishing everyone a safe and festive Holiday season. 
  
Yours in Comradeship 
Herbert CT Townsend 
Chaplain Post 483 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Herbert “C.T.” Townsend 

603-345-5033 

Members: 

Chris DiTullio Commander 

908-987-8009 

Lewis Chipola-Quartermaster 

603-521-7708 

Scott Gagnon 

781-983-2876 

Steve Ordway 

DISTRICT 6 & C of A MEETING SCHEDULE 

Council of Administration Meetings 

19 August 2023:  Littleton Post 816 1000 

28 October 2023  Kingston 1300 

20 January 2024:  TBA 1300 

13 April 2024: Mountain View Grand Re-
sort 1000 

 

DISTRICT 6 MEETING SCHEDULE 

12 August 2023:  Derry 1000 

21 October 2023:  Hudson 1000 

13 January 2024:  Merrimack 1000 

30 March 2024: Pelham 1000 

District 6 Auxiliary Schedule 

27 August 2023:  Nashua 0930   

5 November 2023:  Pelham 0930  

28 January 2024:  Derry  0930 

14 April 2024:  Merrimack 0930 

 

All District 6 meetings are shown in BLUE and 
scheduled for 1000 unless otherwise noted,  dress 
is blues and grays unless otherwise notified.  Aux-
iliary meeting shown in GOLD. 
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Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total Prior Year Percent Div 
R

S 
City State N/R LM 

Prior 

Annual 
Retention 

6 123 4 0 38 165 204 80.88% 3   
NASH

UA 
NH 0 72 66.67% 

MEMBERSHIP 

25 July 2023 

22 August 2023 

26 September 2023 

24 October 2023 

28 November 2023 

19 December 2023 

23 January 2024 

27 February 2024 

26 March 2024 

23 April 2024 

28 May 2024 

25 June 2024 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

2023-2024 GOAL 102% 

RENEW EARLY (IT DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR EXPIRATION DATE) 

DISTRICT 6 MEMBERSHIP 

LOCATION POST # % RETENTION 

NASHUA 483 80.88% 66.67% 

DERRY 1617 87.28% 77.42% 

HUDSON 5791 89.63% 55.32% 

SALEM 8546 75.00% 36.59% 

MERRIMACK 8641 90.70% 55.32% 

PELHAM 10722 82.50% 40.54% 

HAMPSTEAD 11254 78.95% 20.00% 

HOLLIS 11373 87.23% 45.45% 

TOTALS  84.60% 49.66% 
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FUN PAGE 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

A man’s bragging about his promotion to vice president got so out of hand even his wife 

was annoyed. “Look, being a vice president isn’t that special,” she said. “They even have 

a vice president of peas at the supermarket!” Not believing her for one second, the man 

called the supermarket and demanded, “Get me the vice president of peas!” The clerk 

replied, “Fresh, canned, or frozen?”  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Believe you can and you’re halfway there. Theo-

dore Roosevelt  

DID YOU KNOW 

 the average soccer ball is made up 

of 32 leather panels and held to-

gether by 642 stitches  

MIND TWISTER 

A lift is on the ground floor. There are four people in the lift including me. 

When the lift reaches first, floor, one person gets out and three people get in. 

The lift goes up to the second floor, 2 people get out 6 people get in. 

It then goes up to the next floor up, no-one gets out but 12 people get in. Halfway up to 

the next floor up the lift cable snaps, it crashes to the floor. Everyone else dies in the lift. 

How did I survive?  
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Veteran Information 

VFW Participates in Veterans Day Events: VFW National Commander Duane Sar-
miento took part in activities in the Washington, D.C., area on Veterans Day, 
Nov. 11., beginning with a visit to the White House. From there Sarmiento 
headed to Arlington National Cemetery where he and VFW Auxiliary Presi-
dent Carla Martinez laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The 
VFW then hosted a reception at the Women in Military Service for America 
Memorial, while VFW Washington Office staff laid a wreath at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial during an afternoon ceremony.  

House Subcommittee Hearing on Pending Legislation: VFW National Legislative As-
sociate Director Quandrea Patterson testified before the House Veterans’ Af-
fairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs regarding 
pending legislation related to fiduciary fraud and VA Board of Appeals pro-
cesses. She conveyed the VFW's support to restore benefits to veterans and 
their families when they fall victim to abuse or fraud by fiduciaries. She also 
spoke about a bill to establish presumptions of service connection for dis-
eases associated with firefighting. Patterson said, “This would prevent PFAS 
from becoming another situation like Blue Water Navy or Camp Lejeune in 
which veterans became sick and died waiting decades for their conditions to 
be properly recognized and appropriately treated.” She stated VFW’s support 
for a bill that limits the authority of VA to deny the claim of a veteran for ben-
efits on the sole basis of failure to appear for a medical examination, com-
menting that “restarting a claim for this reason is unnecessary and veterans 
would benefit from a process that does not place so much power in a missed 
appointment.”  

Don’t Feed the Sharks: The VFW has issued a Claim Shark factsheet for you to 
share with fellow veterans and social media communities. A Claim Shark is 
an individual or company that charges hefty fees to “assist” or “consult” 
veterans with filing their VA benefit claims. This practice is illegal! Like the 
VFW said last year during testimony before Congress, “In our opinion, any 
group that fails to adhere to VA’s well-established standards of accreditation 
and fee arrangements should be met at the door by Capitol Police, not of-
fered a seat at the same table as hard-working, VA-accredited advocates who 
are held to professional and ethical standards designed to protect veter-
ans.”   
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CALENDAR 

I got out on the second floor!  

ANSWER TO BRAIN TWISTER 

December 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Auxiliary Meeting 
1300 
Pelham Theme 
Dinner 1730 

2 

3 
Pearl Harbor Cere-
mony 0900 
 
White River Christ-
mas Party 

4 5 6 7 
Pearl Harbor Day 

8 
Veterans Coffee Talk 
0930 

9 

10 
NH Vet. Home 
Christmas Party 

11 12 13 14 
Winter Fest at the 
Elm Street School 
1730 

15 16 

17 
Manchester VA 
Christmas Party 

18 19 
Post Meeting 1900 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 
Christmas Day 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 
New Years Eve 
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POST NEWS 

IF YOU USE FACEBOOK  

GO TO 

VFW POST 483 Nashua 

Thank you goes out to all the mem-

bers that supported our Poppy 

Drive on 3-5 November.  It was a 

very successful drive to support our 

Post Relief Fund.  It would not have 

been so successful if the members 

did not do two shifts apiece, and 

one member doing three shifts.  In 

the future we will need more mem-

bers to step up to cover our loca-

tions without those who do having 

to work more than one shift.  With-

out the Relief Fund we could not 

help veterans in need of assistance. 
Dick Mohrmann, 98 yr old WWII veteranwith 

Commander DiTullio accepting a donation. 

Frank Wallent and Steve Ordway with little girl 

making a donation. 

Jr. Vice, Marc Plante receiving a donation. 

See page 22-23 for more pictures 

Meeting date for December is changed to 

Tuesday, 18 December 2023, at 1900, due 

to our regular date is the day after Christ-

mas. 
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QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER 

Meeting date for December is changed to 

Tuesday, 18 December 2023, at 1900, due 

to our regular date is the day after Christ-

mas. 

See page 27 for Camp Resilience’s 2024 

schedule. 

We will have a table at the Elm Street 

Schools “Winter Fest” on 14 Decem-

ber, at 1730.  Again, participating in a 

community event.  Commander Di-

Tullio and I will be there.  Anyone 

who would like to stop by please feel 

free to do so. 

Two new days of observance have 

been added to next years events.  They 

are:  4th of July, at City Hall, where the 

preamble of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence will be read and a Betsy 

Ross 13 Star Flag will be raised.  The 

second is 9/11, at the Fire and Rescue 

Headquarters on E. Hollis St. at the 

9/11 Memorial.  The President’s ad-

dress to the Nation on 9/11/2001 will 

be read, with Firing detail and Taps. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

NEVERETT’S SEW & VAC 

51 EAST PEARL ST. 

NASHUA, NH 03060 

                   603-883-5409 

FOR ALL YOUR SEWING AND VACUUM 

CLEANING NEEDS 
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BATTLE OF THE MONTH 

The attack on Pearl Harbor[nb 3] was a surprise military strike by the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service upon 
the United States against the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii, just before 8:00 a.m. (local 
time) on Sunday, December 7, 1941. The United States was a neutral country at the time; the attack led to its for-
mal entry into World War II on the side of the Allies the next day. The Japanese military leadership referred to the 
attack as the Hawaii Operation and Operation AI,[nb 4] and as Operation Z during its planning.[12][13][14] 

The attack was preceded by months of negotiations between the U.S. and Japan over the future of the Pacific. 
Japanese demands included that the U.S. end its sanctions against Japan, cease aiding China in the Second Sino
-Japanese war, and allow Japan to access the resources of the Dutch East Indies. Anticipating a negative re-
sponse from the US, Japan sent out its naval attack groups in November 1941 just prior to receiving the Hull 
note—the U.S. demand that Japan withdraw from China and French Indochina. Japan intended the attack as 
a preventive action. Its aim was to prevent the United States Pacific Fleet from interfering with its planned military 
actions in Southeast Asia against overseas territories of the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and those of the 
United States. Over the course of seven hours there were coordinated Japanese attacks on the U.S.-
held Philippines, Guam, and Wake Island and on the British Empire in Malaya, Singapore, and Hong Kong.[15] 

The attack commenced at 7:48 a.m. Hawaiian Time (6:18 p.m. GMT).[nb 5] The base was attacked by 353 Imperial 
Japanese aircraft (including fighters, level and dive bombers, and torpedo bombers) in two waves, launched from 
six aircraft carriers.[16] Of the eight U.S. Navy battleships present, all were damaged, with four sunk. All 
but USS Arizona were later raised, and six were returned to service and went on to fight in the war. The Japanese 
also sank or damaged three cruisers, three destroyers, an anti-aircraft training ship,[nb 6] and one minelayer. More 
than 180 US aircraft were destroyed.[18] A total of 2,403 Americans were killed and 1,178 others were wounded, 
making it the deadliest event ever recorded in Hawaii.[19] Important base installations such as the power sta-
tion, dry dock, shipyard, maintenance, and fuel and torpedo storage facilities, as well as the submarine piers and 
headquarters building (also home of the intelligence section) were not attacked. Japanese losses were light: 29 
aircraft and five midget submarines lost, and 64 servicemen killed.[not verified in body] Kazuo Sakamaki, the command-
ing officer of one of the submarines, was captured. 

Japan announced declarations of war on the United States and the British Empire later that day (December 8 in 
Tokyo), but the declarations were not delivered until the following day. The British government declared war on 
Japan immediately after learning that their territory had also been attacked, while the following day (December 8) 
the United States Congress declared war on Japan. On December 11, though they had no formal obligation to do 
so under the Tripartite Pact with Japan, Germany and Italy each declared war on the U.S., which responded with 
a declaration of war against Germany and Italy. There were numerous historical precedents for the unannounced 
military action by Japan, but the lack of any formal warning (required by part III of the Hague Convention of 1907), 
particularly while negotiations were still apparently ongoing, led President Franklin D. Roosevelt to proclaim De-
cember 7, 1941, "a date which will live in infamy". 

Attack on Pearl Harbor 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_strike
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Navy_Air_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Station_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honolulu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territory_of_Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutral_powers_during_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_General_Headquarters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-FOOTNOTEFukudome1955b-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-FOOTNOTEGoldsteinDillon200017ff-17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-FOOTNOTEMorison2001101,_120,_250-18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ABCD_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_China_(1912-1949)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sino-Japanese_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sino-Japanese_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_East_Indies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_note
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_note
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vichy_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Indochina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preventive_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Pacific_Fleet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines_campaign_(1941%E2%80%931942)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Guam_(1941)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Wake_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_invasion_of_Malaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Singapore#Outbreak_of_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hong_Kong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-Gill85-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_Time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-Hawaii_time-20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fighter_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bomber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedo_bomber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-parillo288-21
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battleship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Arizona_(BB-39)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cruiser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minelayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor#cite_note-25
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dry_dock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor_Naval_Shipyard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_Hypo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midget_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazuo_Sakamaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_declaration_of_war_on_the_United_States_and_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_declaration_of_war_on_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_declaration_of_war_on_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_declaration_of_war_on_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripartite_Pact
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_declaration_of_war_on_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1941_United_States_declaration_of_war_upon_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_declaration_of_war_upon_Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hague_Convention_of_1907
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



 19 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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Flyers and posters for your posts events are posted in 

this section of the newsletter.  If you want to advertise 

your events, please send your flyer or poster via email 

to the editor to have it posted in this newsletter. 
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Adam Vanderbos receiving a donation. Steve Ordway receiving a donation. 

Frank Wallent receiving a donation with another 

lady waiting to donate. 
Lew Chipola receiving a donation. 

Frank Wallent, Steve Ordway and Commander 

Chris DiTullio at Barney Barbera’s Wake 

Dick Mohrmann at Barney Barbera’s Wake 
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Voice of Democracy winner Thatcher 

Debowski 

Teacher winner Msgt Nick Ellis 

Nashua VFW Post 483 Voice of Democracy and Teacher winners for 2023-

2034.  They won at Post and District 6, now go on to State competition. 

American Legion and VFW Post 483 

members at Barney Barbera’s Wake 
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BIRCH HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
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Booth at Nashua’s Winter Holiday Stroll.  Commander DiTullio, 

Past Post Commander Anderson, Quartermaster Chipola and Jr. 

Vice Plante. 

Crowd with candles. 

Ice Sculptures in front of City Hall 

Some of the crowd forming in front of City Hall 

Nashua Winter Holiday Stroll 



 25 As you know, the VFW has been a vocal opponent of predatory claim shark companies who charge vet-
erans illegal fees for sub-par VA benefit claims assistance. Make no mistake, the proliferation of these 
illicit organizations is a threat not only to the VFW’s cornerstone Veterans Service program, but an even 
greater threat to the VA benefits system as we know it. Over the last few months, we have ratcheted up 
the pressure on these companies by passing legislation to crack down on their practices at the state 
level and working to help veterans bring litigation against them. We have trained your service officers to 
know how to handle claim sharks and continue to seek out veterans who need help getting out of these 
predatory contracts. 
  
The Claim Sharks felt the pressure from the VFW and this week launched their latest salvo, trying to 
normalize and legitimize their financial exploitation of our nation’s disabled veterans – they even 
named VSOs like the VFW as their “threats.” While we should be flattered that they recognize the threat 
we pose, now is the time where we come together to decisively defeat this scourge.  Like the VFW said 
last year before Congress, “any group that fails to adhere to VA’s well-established standards of accred-
itation and fee arrangements should be greeted at the door by Capitol Police, not offered a seat at the 
same table as VA-accredited representatives who are held to certain professional and ethical stand-
ards.”  
  
Bottom line:  Predatory claim shark companies are engaging in illegal activities. There is no gray area 
here, no matter how much money they want to throw at it. Their latest collusion is a desperate attempt 
to avoid accountability. 
  
Your VFW has aggressively pursued this issue in all corners of government, solidifying the veterans’ 
community’s stance on this issue. You will see more from the VFW in the coming weeks, asking you to 
take action with your Congressional representatives, your state legislatures, and your communities. In 
the meantime, please read up on the facts and familiarize yourself with this issue, if you have not al-
ready. I have attached a branded VFW Fact Sheet on claim sharks for you to use and distribute widely 
to veterans. Please feel free to post the dark version on your social media and print off the light version 
for use in your community. 
  
For more than a century, your VFW has been on the forefront of advocating for veterans and their 
earned benefits. In the last year alone, more than 550,000 veterans received more than $13 billion in 
benefits from VA through the diligence and professionalism of the VFW’s global network of VA-
accredited service officers. Not a penny of this $13 billion went to line the pockets of the VFW. It all 
went to the veterans, as the law requires. 
  
Comrades:  This fight may get a little messy in the coming weeks, but we will uphold the principles of 
our charter “to assist worthy comrades…and to assist their surviving spouses and orphans.” The VFW 
will stop Claim Sharks and we are eager to serve alongside you in this fight. 
  
 Yours in Comradeship, 
  
 Duane Sarmiento 
Commander-in-Chief 
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